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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“Men withering away for fear, and expectation of what shall come upon the 
whole world.”—Luke xxi. 26. 


BELOVED in the Lord! On this Sunday, the first in Advent, the 
Church reads to us the gospel which treats of the second coming of 
Christ to judge us, that we may prepare ourselves for the coming 
of Christ the Redeemer of mankind and profit by the graces and 
fruits of His passion. For, although the Messiah has come whom 
the Saints of the old law longed to see, and the work of our re-. 
demption has been made perfect, we are still not all free from sin 
and the children of God. Many are wandering in the paths of 
ungodliness; they live carelessly and indifferently in their sins, and 
would be lost forever if they had to appear suddenly before the 
judgment seat of Christ. To prevent this and to encourage her 
children by a sincere repentance to prepare themselves worthily 
for the holy feast of Christmas, the Church to-day reminds us of 
the awful day of the last judgment, of which I also will speak to- 
day. May the Lord bless our meditation. 

It is related of a certain king that he was always sad, and even in 
the midst of the most joyous festivities he could not shake off this 
feeling of sadness. When he was asked one-day by his brother why 
he went about with such a troubled expression, he answered: “I am 
always thinking of the day of judgment, and the just Judge is ever 
present to my mind, to whom I must give an exact account, not only 
of my actions, but also of every thought and word. This causes 
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me so much anxiety that I cannot be cheerful.” And, in fact, my 
dear Christians, there is nothing more calculated to inspire us with 
fear and horror than the thought of the judgment of God. Not 
only the living on earth, but also the inhabitants of hell will tremble 
with fear, when at the last day the mighty sound of the trumpet 
will pierce the graves, and the cry of the angel will be heard: 
“Arise, ye dead, and come to judgment!” We can understand 
somewhat the awful fear and anxiety which will take possession of 
all men on that day, when we consider what Saul underwent, as 
he, after the death of Samuel, was beaten back by the Philistines, 
who were much more numerous, and he waited to know the out- 
come of the battle. By the advice of his followers he went to con- 
sult a witch at Endor, and asked her to raise up the ghost of Samuel. 
Samuel’s spirit appeared, and Saul fell down with fear, for he 
thought he saw his judge (I. Kings xviii). If Saul was so fright- 
ened at a spirit, what will be the fear of- the ungodly when the 
voice cries out: “Arise, ye dead, and come to judgment!”” When 
the Apostles, Peter, James and John, saw Christ transfigured on 
Mount Thabor, they were so afraid that they threw themselves 
down on their faces. The fear of the Judge will be very much 
greater, for the Judge, as St. Paul says, “will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkness and will make manifest the counsels of 
the hearts” (I. Cor. iv. 5). 

That is announced already by the prophet Isaias, when he says: 
“For the Lord shall judge by fire” (Is. Ixvi. 16). In this life many a 
deceiver is considered honest, many an unchaste person virtuous, 
many a miser economical; in a word, many ungodly and vicious 
men pass for good and honest who, at the last day, will be found to 
be nothing of the kind. God will judge by fire, that is to say, he 
will expose the most hidden sins and passions and cause all men 
to stand in the right light, so that the whole world will say: “Look 
at that man whom we thought so virtuous and godfearing, see 
how black his soul is! Then the hyprocite will cry out for shame, 
“Fall upon us, ye mountains, and cover us, ye hills!” 

There, O sinner, there at the judgment everything will be 
brought to light; there your bad thoughts will be made known, 
your shameful lust, your bad conversations and actions; there you 
will have to give an account of the good works which you ought to 
have done but which, through laziness or wickedness, you have not 
done. 
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Christian parents! there, the just Judge will demand the souls of 
your children at your hands. You seducers of innocence, you 
scandal givers, there all those will arise against you, whom you 
have seduced, whom you have scandalized, and they will be your 
accusers before the Judge. There the poor, the widows and or- 
phans, the downtrodden, and the persecuted will arise against their 
persecutors and their oppressors, and the goods acquired wrong- 
fully, which they possessed during this life, will burn like fire in 
their hands. 

From this, my dear Christians, you can form an idea of the 
magnitude of the horror and the fear with which the sinner and the 
ungodly will then be seized. In the excess of their anxiety and 
affliction they will cry out: “Fall upon us, ye mountains, and cover 
us, ye hills!” But all in vain; they will be unable to flee before the 
angry face of the Judge, and they must submit to His awful 
sentence of damnation. It is related of the holy abbot, St. Hilary, 
that in the last moments of his life he thus addressed his departing 
soul: “The moment has arrived when you must leave this perish- 
able body. Depart, then, O my soul! Why are you afraid? You 
have served God faithfully for seventy long years, and you are 
afraid of death?” As he said this he died. Dear Christians! If 
so holy a man, who had served God faithfully for seventy years, 
was afraid of death and the judgment, how great, then, will be the 
fear of those who, on their death bed, look back over their past life 
and acknowledge that they have hardly served God in the right 
way, even for a few days or hours, the rest of their time being de- 
voted to serving the world, and vanity, and the devil? “And if 
the just man shall scarcely be saved,” says St. Peter, “where shall 
the ungodly and the sinner appear?” (I. Peter iv. 18). Ah! then 
it is too late to mend matters, for the time we have wasted here 
below neither prayers nor tears will avail us! The time for mercy 
has ceased, and God in His severity lets His just punishment 
prevail. 

Let us, therefore, my dear Christians, conclude with the words of 
St. Thomas of Villanova: “ Let us anticipate the judgment by a sin- 
cere confession and repentance. Let us weep over our sins now 
that we may not have to do so then for all eternity! Let us be- 
seech our Lord that He may mercifully spare us at the day of 
judgment and turn away His punishments from us!” Amen. 
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SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
THE LAST JUDGMENT. 


“Tune videbunt Filium~hominis venientem in nube cum potestate magna 
et majestate.”—“And then they shall see the Son of man coming ina ~ 
cloud with great power and majesty.”—St. Luke xxi. 27. 

Not a God, clothed with our weaknesses, hidden in the darkness of 
a wretched stable, housed in a crib, treated with derision and mock- 
ery, bowed to earth by the heavy burden of his cross; but a God 
who, clad in the glorious splendor of his great power and majesty, 
makes known His advent by the most terrifying manifestations, by 
the darkening of the sun and the moon, by the falling of the stars 
and by the upheaval of all creation. Not a Redeemer who comes 
with the meekness of a lamb to be judged by men whom He tries 
to gain over to Himself; but a judge in righteous wrath, to judge 
mankind with the awful measure of His justice. Not a loving shep- 
herd, who tries to find His stray sheep and who pardons them when 
they have returned, but a God of vengeance, who will separate for- 
ever the just from the unjust, who will make the sinners feel His 
terrible vengeance and overwhelm the just with celestial bliss. 
© terrible moment, O fearful moment, when wilt thou ar- 
rive? O unhappy moment! perhaps in a few days from now we 
may observe the harbingers of this, for sinners, so terrible a day 
of judgment! O sinners, arise from the grave of your iniquities, 
appear before the judgment seat of God and suffer the treatment 
the sinner will have to undergo! The godless of this world like 
to deny the power of God, because they see the sinner pass un- 
punished through the days of his life; yes, they will even make 
the bold assertion that there is no God, that there is no hell; or, 
they say: “God does not take any notice of what we do here upon, 
earth.” Oh, but wait for the day of judgment; on this great day/ 
God will reveal His power and show all nations that He has seen 
everything and taken an account thereof. 

St. Luke says that men will wither away for fear and expecta- 
tion of what shall come upon the whole world. Oh, my friends, one 
could wither away for fear and die from fright at the thought of 
a misfortune which is a thousand times less than what is impend- 
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ing for the sinner and which is sure to be his fate if he persists 
in leading a life of sin. 

My friends, if at this moment, when I am about to speak to 
you of the judgment to come, before which we must all appear to 
render an account of the good and evil ,we have done during this 
life and to receive thereat our final judgment, which will be either 
Heaven or hell, I say, if at this moment an angel was to appear and 
announce to you the message from God that in twenty-four hours 
by a rain of fire and sulphur the whole world would go up in flames ; 
if you could already hear the distant rolling of the thunder; if the 
fury of the storm was beginning to tear down your houses, 
and if the lightning was growing so vivid that the earth 
was like unto a fiery ball; if hell was beginning to hurl forth the 
damned to fill the world with their screams and howls, and if 
the only way to avoid this misery would be to detest sin and re- 
pent, could you then, my friends, listen to all this without shedding 
streams of tears and imploring mercy? Would you not throw 
yourself down at the foot of the altar and cry for mercy? Oh, in- 
conceivable folly of sinful man! It will then be too late to repent. 

Yes, my brethren, we shall be judged; nothing is more certain. 
Yes, and we shall be judged without mercy. 

We read in Holy Scripture that God, whenever He intended 
to send a scourge over the world, always preceded it by 
a sign, so as to strike terror into the hearts of the people and 
cause them to implore His mercy. The historian Josephus records 
that long before the destruction of Jerusalem there was visible in 
the sky a comet, in the form of a sword, which caused general con- 
sternation. Every one asked what is the meaning of this sign? Is 
it perhaps a great misfortune which God is going to send us? The 
moon appeared eight nights in the sky without showing any light; 
the people began to tremble for their lives, when all at once an un- 
known man appeared, who for three years without interruption 
passed through the streets of Jerusalem day and night, shouting: 
“Woe to Jerusalem! Woe to Jerusalem!” He was arrested and 
scourged to make him stop his lamentations, but nothing would de- 
ter him. At the end of the three years he called out: “Woe to Je- 
rusalem! Ah! woe to me!” At that moment a stone, which had 
been thrown at him from a slungshot, struck him and killed him 
instantly. Soon all the misfortunes which this unknown man had 
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prophesied broke out all over Jerusalem. The famine became so 
terrible that mothers killed and devoured their own children. 
The city was captured by the enemy and levelled to the ground; 
the streets were covered with the dead, and blood flowed in 
streams; the few who escaped with their lives were sold into 
slavery. 

As the day of judgment will be the most terrible and frightful 
day of all, the preceding signs will be so horrible as to strike terror 
into the innermost parts of the earth. Our Lord has said that on 
that fateful day the sun shall give no more light; that the moon 
will seem like a bloody mass, and the stars will fall from the heav- 
ens. Lightning and thunder will be so terrible that men will wither 
away with fear. The wind will become so violent that nothing will 
be able to withstand it; trees and houses will be torn away and 
carried far out to sea; the sea itself, lashed into fury by the storms, 
will rise higher than the highest mountains, and the terrors of hell 
will be open to the eyes of mankind; all creatures will try to hide 
themselves away from the presence of the Creator when they be- 
hold the crimes with which men have defiled and disfigured the face 
of the earth. 

When then the earth is cleansed from the many crimes with which 
it was covered God will send down His angels, who will blow their 
trumpets at the four corners of the earth, and call to the dead: 
“Arise, ye dead, arise from your graves and appear anon before 
the judgment seat!” And forthwith all the dead, just and unjust, 
good and bad, the virtuous and the sinners, will be rejoined to 
their bodies; the seas will give up their dead, and the earth will 
bring forth all who have been lying in her bosom for all these 
centuries. After this upheaval the souls of the Saints, clad in their 
glory, will descend from Heaven, each of them to take posses- 
sion of their earthly body. “Come,” they will say to it; 
“come, thou companion of my sufferings, thou hast always striven 
to please God; thou hast sought thy happiness in suffering and in 
fighting. Come, ye blessed eyes which have closed so often at the 
sight of unclean objects for fear of losing the grace of God, come 
into Heaven, where you will see nothing but the beautiful things 
which are vainly sought for on earth. Welcome, my ears, which 
had such a horror of unchaste and slanderous words and conversa- 
tions ; be welcome in Heaven, where you will listen only to heavenly 
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music, which will be your constant delight. Welcome, my feet and 
my hands, which were so often the means of bringing solace to the 
unfortunate; let us wander about in this beautiful Heaven, where 
we shall gaze upon our adored Redeemer who loves us so much. 
There we shall see Him who has lived in our hearts; there we 
shall see His hands, still reddened with blood, by which He has 
merited our great joy.” 

When the Saints have taken possession of their glorified bodies, 
they will look forward with rapture to the moment when God will 
reveal to the sight of the whole world all the tears, all the works 
of penance, all the good they have done. “Yea,” Jesus Christ will 
say to them, “I want the whole world to behold the reward which 
I have prepared for you!” 

But what a terrible and awful change is before us. I hear the 
trumpet call to the condemned to come back out of hell. Come, 
ye sinners, ye malefactors, ye tyrants, your God calls you 
who was so eager to save you; appear before the judgment seat 
of the Son of man. Come and stand forth, for all the wrong 
you have ever committed will be revealed in sight of the whole 
world. Then the angel will call: “Depths of hell, open your por- 
tals, belch forth the damned: their Judge is calling them.” Oh, hor- 
rible moment! They will come forth from the depths, these 
miserable damned souls, and seek for their bodies in despair. Oh, 
horrible sight, at the moment when the soul enters its body the 
latter will feel all the terrors of hell. Oh, this cursed body and this 
cursed soul, they will revile each other thousands and thousands of 
times. Oh, thou cursed body, the soul will say, thou has drawn me 
and dragged me into the filth of impurity; thousands of years 
have I suffered and burned in hell. Come, ye cursed eyes 
that have so often taken pleasure in throwing impure glances at 
their own or the bodies of others ; come down to hell, where you will 
see nothing but the most horrible monsters. Come, ye cursed ears 
that have so often delighted in listening to indecent words and con- 
versations ; come down to hell, where you will hear the howling and 
roaring of the devils for all eternity. Come, thou cursed tongue, 
thou cursed mouth ; come down to hell, where you will get no other 
nourishment but gall. Come, thou cursed body, to whose cupidity 
I have given in so often, thou shalt forever be stretched out in a 
pool of sulphur and fire, which is kindled by the power and wrath 
of God. 
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Yes, my brethren, there the just and the condemned, after 
they have reoccupied again the body which was theirs during life, 

the body as we see it now before us, all will stand up before their 

Judge. See, there He comes, seated on His throne, 

blazing with glory, surrounded by all the angels, before Him His 

standard, the Cross! When the damned see their Judge, then they 

will cry out: “Ye mountains, throw yourselves upon us and hide 

us from the sight of our Judge; ye rocks, fall upon us and throw us 

back into the depths of hell!’ No! No! Come forth, oh, sinner, and 

give an account of thy whole life. Come forward, oh unhappy one, 

thou who hast offended the good God so greatly. Oh, my Judge, 

/ my Father, my Creator, where is my father, my mother, who have 

been the cause of my being damned? Oh, my father, my 

mother, it is through your fault that I am damned, it is you who 

have caused my destruction. Ah! who can estimate the misery of 

a condemned soul, who sees before Him his own father and mother 

resplendent in glory, destined for Heaven, and himself condemned 

to hell. These rejected ones will cry out, Mountains, bury us, we beg 

of you fall upon us; oh, ye portals of the abyss, open and hide us! 

Then the Lord will open up, as we are told by the Prophet Ezechiel,) 
that great and wonderful book, in which the crimes of all men are 
recorded. Oh, what an enormous number of sins which have never 
been revealed to the eyes of the world will then become apparent! 
Oh, tremble, all ye, who have heaped sin upon sin for years! 

But, you will say, what about all the good works we have done, 
were they all in vain? All those fastings, penances, almsgivings, 
the communions and confessions, do they not deserve any recom- 
pense? No; Jesus Christ will say to you, Your prayers were only 
idle babblings, your fasting hypocrisy, your almsgiving vain seeking 
for notoriety; I was never considered in any of your 
doings. Besides, I have blessed you with earthly possessions; I 
have blessed your work, I have given fruitfulness to your fields, I 
have enriched your children for the little good you have done. I 
have given you full recompense, as much as you couid expect. 
But, He will say to us, your sins still live, and they will live for- 
ever before me. Depart, ye accursed, into eternal fire, which is for 
all those who have thought little of Me in life. 

You see, my brethren, as the most distressing thing on 
that terrible day it will be made clear to us that God 
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has spared no effort to save us; that He allowed us to participate in 
the boundless merits of His death on the Cross; that He gave us 
the privilege of being born in the bosom of the Church; that He 
gave us guardians of the soul to show us and advise us what to do to 
gain eternal happiness. He has given us the sacraments that we 
may regain His friendship as often as we have lost it; He has fixed 
upon no number of sins, which He is willing to pardon; if our re- 
turn to Him is sincere we are sure of his forgiveness. He will 
wait for us for years, though we may live only to offend Him. He 
does not want to destroy, He would rather save us at any price if 
we will only let Him! We, ourselves, force him through our sins 
to pronounce the judgment of eternal damnation over us. 

On earth the sinner will always have some excuse for the sins 
committed by him; he even brings his pride into the tribunal of 
penance, where he ought to appear only to accuse and humble him- 
self. Some plead ignorance, others strong temptations; others 
again special opportunities and bad examples; every day you can 
hear the reasons which the sinners proffer to hide the hideousness 
of their crimes. Come now, ye proud sinners, and let us see how 
your excuses will be received on the judgment day; explain your- 
selves before Him who holds the torch in His hand and has seen, 
counted and weighed in the balance everything concerning you. 

You did not know, you say, that this was a sin! Oh, unfortu- 
nate one, Jesus Christ will tell thee that if thou hadst been born 
amongst the heathen nations, who have never even heard of the 
true God, thou mightest offer thy ignorance as an excuse, but 
thou, a Christian, who had the happiness of being born in the 
bosom of the Church, who had grown up in the centre of enlighten- 
ment and who hast been preached to about thy own salvation, what 
about thee? Oh, unfortunate one, if thou didst live in ignorance 
it was thy fault, because thou wouldst not learn and make use of the 
instructions. Away, oh, unfortunate one, thy excuses only make 
thee more deserving of damnation. Away with thee to hell, there 
to burn in thy ignorance! 

But another one will say, My passions were so strong, and very 
great was my weakness. Well, the Lord will say, after God showed 
you the great mercy to let you recognize your own weakness and 
your priest told you that you must be constantly watchful over s 
yourself, mortify yourself, so as to become master of it, why did 
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you behave just the contrary; why did you take so much trouble to 
satisfy the desires of your body and the promptings of your pas- 
sions? God let you recognize your weakness and yet you fell at 
every step. Why did you not take refuge in the Lord and pray 
for grace to God? Why did you not obey the guardians of your 
soul who never failed to ask you to pray and ask for grace and 
strength, which you needed to overcome the devil? Why were you 
so indifferent to the Sacraments and approached them so seldom; 
those Sacraments which would have given you such strength to do 
good and avoid evil? Why did you despise so frequently the word 
of God, which would have led you to His habitation? Oh, you 
ungrateful, you blind sinners, why did you not use the oppor- 
tunities which He gave you to make you strong, as so many others 
have done and are doing? What have you done to keep clear of 
sin? Away with you unfortunate ones, away, away with you to hell. 

But, you will say, we have always had such bad examples before 
our eyes. Bad examples! What an empty excuse! If there are 
bad examples, there are also good ones. Why did you not rather 
follow the latter than the former? If you saw a young woman go 
to Church and receive the Sacraments, why did you not follow her 
rather than the one who went to dance halls? Ifa young man goes 
to church to pray to the Lord in the Holy Tabernacle, why did you 
not follow him rather than the one who went to the saloon? Say, 
rather, you sinners, that you preferred to wander on the broad path 
which leads to destruction than the narrow path which has been 
pointed out to you by the Lord. The real cause of your sins and 
your damnation is certainly not to be looked for in bad examples, 
or in opportunities, or your weakness, or in the want of grace; the 
real cause lies solely in the wickedness of your heart, which you 
have done nothing to suppress. Your fate is your own fault. 

But, you will say, we have always been told that God is merciful. 
Certainly He is merciful, but He is also just. His love and mercy 
is at an end. 

What conclusion shall we draw from all this, my friends? This: 
That we should never lose sight of the fact that some day we shall 
be judged without mercy, that all our sins will be revealed in the 
sight of the whole world, and that after the judgment day, if it 
should still find us tainted with sins, we should have to go to hell, 
there to suffer for them, without ever being able to extirpate or 
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forget them. Oh, how blind we are, my brethren, if we do not 
use the short space of time which we still have to live through to as- 
sure ourselves of the heavenly Kingdom. So long as we are in this 
life we may hope for pardon, but if we wait too long it may be too 
late, and there may be no help for us. Oh, Lord, give me the grace 
that I may never lose the thought of this dreadful judgment day 
out of my mind, and do not let me fall into temptation, so that I 
may on that day hear the sweet words from the mouth of the Re- 
deemer: “Come, ye blessed of my Father, possess ye the King- 
dom which has been prepared for you from the beginning.” Amen. 
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SERMON. 


THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS IS THE BOOK OF THE 
ELECT, IN WHICH THE WHOLE SUM AND SUB- 
STANCE OF OUR KNOWLEDGE AND REFLECTION IS 
CONTAINED. 


“Behold a hand was sent to me, wherein was a book rolled up.” 
Ez. ii. 9. 


\ 


Why, dear brethren, did not our divine Saviour Himself write a 
book whilst He was upon earth in which His Gospel signed with 
His own hand would be left to posterity? Do we not read that in 
the Old Testament the Lord God wrote with His own finger the 
ten commandments on tablets of stone? “The Lord gave to Moses 
on Mount Sinai two stone tables of testimony, written with the 
finger of God” (Exod. xxxi. 18). Why did not God also write 
down the law of grace? How greatly would such a book be prized 
by all Christians! Why did Jesus leave the writing of His 
teaching to the holy historians? 

Once only we read that Jesus wrote in the dust; for instance, 
when they brought the woman to Him who was taken in adultery 
(John viii. 6), but we read nowhere else in Sacred Scripture that 
the divine Saviour ever wrote anything. 

The prophet Ezechiel relates that he received a book from the 
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hand of God, filled with innumerable bitter words, with the 
charge that he should at once eat it up: “Open thy mouth,” 
said the Lord, “and eat what I give thee. And I looked, and be- 
hold a hand was sent to me, wherein was a book rolled up, and 
he spread it before me, and it was written within and without; and 
there were written in it lamentations, and canticles, and woe” (Ez. 
ii. 8, 9). What a wonderful book was that which was bitter and 
sweet at the same time! for the prophet says further: “And I did 
eat it, and it was sweet as honey in my mouth” (Ez. iii. 3). Saints 
Jerome, Bernard, Lawrence, Justinian and other holy fathers re- 
marked that this book had no other signification than Jesus Christ, - 
the crucified One, and in particular His Sacred Divine Heart, which 
is the book of life and of the elect, by which consideration the 
learned Salmeron cries out: “O, book of books, it should be in our 
hand by day and night. This is our guide book, the object of our 
soliloquies, the spur of love.” This book is written within 
and without. Within, by its divinity and boundless love, with 
which the Heart of Jesus will love us to the end, for the apostle 
says: “He loved me, and delivered himself for me” (Gal. ii. 20). 
And without, it is written with an iron pencil, namely, with the 
cruel nails and the lance. The author of this book was the Holy 
Ghost, for “He was conceived by the Holy Ghost”; this book was 
dictated by the heavenly Father, “who produced the word from all 
eternity.” The cover of this book was His sacred humanity; 
the ink was provided by that precious purple blood, which was shed 
for our salvation so lavishly during His bitter Passion. The let- 
ters and marks in this mysterious book were as numerous as the 
wounds and scars which He received in His sacred Passion. This 
book was printed on Golgotha, under the press of His heavy cross, 
as Isaias says: “I have trodden the wine-press alone” (Is. Ixiii. 3). 
This book is opened and read in public, as on the pulpit of the cross 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus was pierced by the lance of a cruel sol- 
dier. “ But one of the soldiers with a spear opened His side” (John 
xix. 34). On this St. Lawrence Justinian says: “God opened this 
book publicly, that all might read therein.” 

This is why, dear brethren, our divine Saviour Jesus, whilst He 
was amongst us, wrote no book, because He Himself was a book, 
written within and without (Apoc. v. 1). Out of this divine book 
we can draw all wisdom and heavenly knowledge. St. Chrysostom 
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writes: “Christ is that book which John saw in his revelations, 
written within and without; without, we see the wounds of Christ, 
within we see the fire of His boundless love for us. This book 
should be meditated upon by the learned and the unlearned; this 
should be read by all. While the human body, when it is opened 
and divided anatomically, affords the doctors the precise knowledge 
of the arrangement of the human body more certainly than a thou- 
sand books on the subject, so does Christ, lifted up upon the cross, 
wounded, and pierced through the heart by the cruel spear, when 
we contemplate Him, devoutly teach us more for our salvation and 
the attainment of wisdom than all the books of the theologians. 
“This,” says St. Bernard, “is my highest philosophy, to know Jesus, 
and Him crucified.” And if, at first, this book seems to be bitter, on 
account of the endless pains and bitterness which He suffered 
upon the cross, still it will turn into sweetness for your soul, if you 
read it with devotion and earnest meditation. It was in this book 
that the Apostle Paul studied, therefore he considered all things in- 
ferior to this noblest and sweetest knowledge; for this reason he 
taught that on this earth he wished only to know Jesus, and Him 
crucified: “For I judged not myself to know anything among you, 
but Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1. Cor. ii. 2). 

Yes, it was not enough for him to know the Crucified One super- 
ficially, but by his truly wonderful knowledge he entered right into 
the divine Heart of Jesus, upon which all his thoughts were concen- 
trated; therefore he had no greater longing than that all should 
have this wisdom, and like himself live in the Sacred Heart of Jesus: 
“For God is my witness, how I long after you all in the bowels of 
Jesus Christ” (Phil. i. 8), that is to say, with the love of the Heart of 
Jesus. Out of this book St. Philip Benizi learnt the great art of 
climbing to the summit of sanctity, while he kept his eyes raised to 
the five sacred wounds, and especially to the most amiable Heart 
of Jesus, the Crucified One, who out of love for us was wounded 
with the spear, weeping tears of love, and when he was about to die 
he asked repeatedly of those standing around him for this book. 
“Give me my book,” said he; first they handed him the Breviary, then 
another book, till finally he pointed with his finger and raised his 
eyes to the crucifix, saying, “This is my book,” and after he had 
kissed it with a countenance beaming with heavenly joy, he pressed 
it to his heart, and so gave up his soul into the hands of God. 
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From this same book St. Bonaventure drew his knowledge and 
sanctity. When he was once visited by St. Thomas Aquinas, who 
asked him about his library from which he gathered such remark- 
able learning, he lead him into another room and showed him the 
crucifix, on which traces of tears could plainly be seen, and whose 
opened side was worn away from being kissed, and he said: “This 
is my only book, and all my library, for what I know I learnt out 
of this book of life.” The Lord spoke once to the prophet Habacuc: 
“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables: that he that read- 
eth it may run over it” (Hab. ii. 2). A wonderful book, written on 
tables of wood, and set up publicly to be read. This book, says 
Lyraeus, is Christ lifted up upon the cross; out of this book all, the 
educated and the ignorant, if they read it with devotion, will learn 
the way .of salvation, and know how to live and die, especially if 
their attention is riveted on the Sacred Heart of Jesus, out of 
which the treasures of knowledge and wisdom flow, and of which 
mysterious book St. John writes: “It is written in the prophets: 
And they shall all be taught of God” (John vi. 45). Listen, in re- 
gard to this truth, to a wonderful example. At one and the same 
time two persons entered a strict order; one was learned, and 
experienced in knowledge, and the other was a simple, unlettered 
man. After a short while the learned one, on account of the severe, 
and unaccustomed, manner of living, suffered such _ vio- 
lent temptations that he decided to return to the world. Before 
taking this step, however, he told of his temptations candidly to his 
fellow novice and he encouraged him by powerful and earnest rea- 
soning, to hold his good intention, and to fulfill it to the end of his 
life, and said: “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the 
crown of life.” The scholar was surprised at the remarkable speech 
of the ignorant one, and asked him where he obtained such high- 
flowing philosophy. The ignorant one drew the crucifix out of his 
bosom, and said: “Behold, this is my book!” Oh! how good a 
book is the crucified Jesus. 

The Blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque, of the Visitation Order, 
died on the 17th of October, 1690, a holy death, and went to her 
Spouse; she it was to whom our Blessed Saviour appeared dis- 
tinctly on the feast of St. John the Evangelist (who himself had 
drawn all his knowledge from this Sacred Heart, and had seen 
this Book of Life opened on the cross) and showed her His 
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Sacred Heart, on a throne of fire, as clear as crystal, scarred with 
the cruel wound, surrounded with a crown of thorns, and sur- 
mounted in the centre by a cross. By this appearance Christ the 
Lord wished to give an account, as in a book, of that love with 
which He was filled from the first moment of His conception until 
the end of His life. For this reason He desired that His Sacred 
Heart should be opened to ail, not only in heaven, but on earth, in 
the Blessed Eucharist, and that all men should find therein a sure 
help. “Christ lifted up upon the cross,” says Dionysius the Carthu- 
sian, is the book in which the perfection of all virtues, the sublimity 
of all contemplation and whatever leads to salvation in the most 
wonderful, inexpressible and supernatural way can be read or learnt 
of. Therefore, dear brethren, have courage and confidence, and you 
will obtain from this Sacred Heart of Jesus’ crucified and in the 
Blessed Sacrament, all that is needful for your salvation. This is 
the teaching of St. Francis of Sales, one of the greatest lovers and 
adorers of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus. As he was one day ad- 
dressing a large congregation of people, quite inflamed with the 
love of Jesus crucified, there were seen suddenly to come from the 
wounds of Jesus rays of light, and he appeared to the people to 
be wonderfully enlightened, and he called the Divine Heart of 
Jesus his gem, and his most precious pearl. And in conclusion, 
all those living in the world should take Jesus crucified as their 
model, and imitate Him, in life and death. As he who sails on the 
sea takes notice of a certain star, according to which he shapes his 
course, so as not to miss the port, so should the Christian, who is in 
such peril to his body and soul, choose the Sacred Heart as his 
guiding star, if he does not want to miss the port of eternal glory, 
in the midst of the great dangers of the sea of the world, by which 
he will attain a perfect knowledge, how to avoid evil, and how to do 
good, and by whose assistance and grace protected he will stand 
fearless and unshaken through all the dangers of life and death: 
“Where,” asks St. Bernard, “are we surer or more fearless than 
when in the wounds of the Redeemer?” And we will add: “And in 
the most Sacred Heart of Jesus?” The world may crash in its 
fury, the flesh tempt us, the devil persecute us, fear not whilst you 
are in the cave in the rocks, that is in the sacred wounds. O my 
Soul! how lovely it will be in the embrace of the Crucified One, in 
the kiss of His Sacred Heart, to breathe our last sigh. 
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That you may obtain this grace, take shelter often in this book, 
namely in the Heart of your divine Redeemer, which is full of 
heavenly teaching, and spiritual consolation; let not a day, or an 
hour, pass by without thinking of the most amiable Heart of Jesus, 
to love It, and honor It; for this reason accustom yourself when 
the hour strikes, to strike your breast and to say: “Heart of Jesus,I 
love Thee, for Thou hast first loved me.” Amen. 








FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. 
SERMON. 


SANCTIFYING GRACE, THE MOST PRECIOUS GIFT. 








“Ave, gratia plena.” 
“Hail, full of grace.”—Luke i. 28. 


These words, with which the Angel saluted Mary, the tender 
Virgin, in the little room at Nazareth, might have been applied to 
her before she saw the light of this world. Whilst all other men, in 
consequence of their descent from Adam and Eve, are stained with 
original sin, Mary was, from the first moment of her existence, by a 
special favor of God and the merits of His divine Son, free from 
original sin, and so adorned with sanctifying grace, which preserved 
her irom sin, that not for one moment of her life was she deprived 
of sanctifying grace. For this reason the Angel salutes her with 
the words: “Thou art full of grace.” And from this salutation of 
the Angel’s, the holy Fathers conclude that Mary was conceived 
and born without sin. The sanctifying grace, with which Mary 
was conceived and born, always increased during her blessed life, 
and therefore she was “full of grace.” 

According to the opinion of St. Augustine, the Mother of God 
was more blessed because she bore the Son of God in her heart, than 
that she bore Him in her womb; that is to say, more blessed through 
sanctifying grace, than through the divine Motherhood. What a 
precious gift-from heaven, then, must sanctifying grace be! We 
have become partakers thereof in holy Baptism, and when we have 
lost it by a grievous sin, we have obtained it again, by worthily re- 






























FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. 95 


ceiving the Sacrament of Penance. Oh! if we only knew how to 
prize this grace of God; for it is more precious than all that the 
world offers. It is: 
I. Our true dignity, 
II. Our true wealth. 

III. Our true happiness, here, and hereafter. 

Holy Mary, full of grace, stand by us, in to-day’s contemplation, 
so that we may, for the future, after your example, guard carefully 
and increase the precious treasure of sanctifying grace, so that we 
may live and die in the grace of God. 

I. Sanctifying grace raises man to the highest dignity, 
namely, the dignity of a child of God. We became chil- 
dren of God in holy Baptism. When we came into this 
world we were laden with original sin, and therefore, as 
the apostle says, “Were by nature the children of wrath” 
(Eph. ii. 3), objects of God’s displeasure. Through holy Baptism, 
that bath of regeneration, we were cleansed from original sin and 
adorned with sanctifying grace, and through this grace we be- 
came an object of the Divine good pleasure, children of God. As at 
the Baptism of Jesus, so at the Baptism of a child, the heavenly 
Father speaks from heaven: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased” (Matt. iii. 17). And here the beloved disciple cries 
out in admiration: “Behold what manner of charity the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called and should be the sons 
of God” (1 John iii. 1). Dear Christians! to be a friend of God is 
truly a great happiness, a great honor. Now, was it not a great 
honor for Abraham that God spoke to him, as friend to friend? 
But the honor of a child of God is still greater, for the child be- 
longs to the family and is an heir. And does not the world con- 
sider it glorious to belong to a royal family, to be the child of a 
king, or possibly the heir to the throne! And yet, what is this dig- 
nity in comparison with the dignity of a child of God, the King 
of Kings, and the heir to the Kingdom of Heaven? By this dig- 
nity the Christian enters into the family of God, and so into the most 
intimate fellowship with God (John xvii. 21). And to this high 
dicnity even the beggar is raised through sanctifying grace. If he 
possesses this, he is a child of God, a son of the Almighty King. 
Oh! that Christians would think of their high dignity, to which 
they are raised by Baptism, or if they have lost it, to which they are 
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restored through the Sacrament of Penance. A wise king gave his 
son this advice: “Wherever you may be, always remember that 
you are a King’s son and behave befitting this dignity.” Yes, dear 
Christian, you too remember that you are a child of God, and bear 
yourself according to this dignity; avoid everything which is low 
and mean, avoid conversations and actions which dishonor and 
offend God, and which are unbecoming a child of God. Be con- 
tented with your state, do not envy others, who are placed higher 
than you are; remember that earthly greatness and grandeur are 
vain and transitory. For what brings man respect and dignity? 
Virtue, according to the words of Holy Scripture: “Oh, how beauti- 
ful is the chaste generation with glory! For the memory thereof is 
immortal ; because it is known both with God and with men” (Wis. 
iv. 1). Sin on the other hand causes disgrace and shame. There- 
fore this prayer is recommended to all, but especially to Christian 
young women: “ Preserve us from sin and shame.” What gives 
man real greatness? A self-sacrificing love for God and our neigh- 
bor. For this reason we honor a St. Martin, a St. Vin- 
cent de Paul, and so many others. What gives an un- 
dying fame? Briefly: holiness of life, the fruit of grace. Mary 
was unimportant in the eyes of the world, and in her own eyes, a 
lowly maiden; but great was her holiness before God, and in her 
unto this day are these words fulfilled: “Behold, from henceforth 
all generations shall call me blessed” (Luke i. 48). 

II. As sanctifying grace makes us truly great, so it makes us 
truly rich. In the Apocalypse (iii. 17) it says: “Because thou sayest: 
I am rich, and made wealthy, and have need of nothing, and thou 
knowest not, that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked.” Many in this world are rich, like the rich glut- 
ton, but poor before God. Many are poor in this world, like poor 
Lazarus, but rich before God. For he who has not sanctifying 
grace is poor, but he who has it is rich before God, rich in real 
treasures, truly rich. 

What the old law says of wisdom is true in the new law of sancti- 
fying grace. “Now all good things came to me together with her, 
and innumerable riches through her hands” (Wis. vii. 11). Yes, 
with sanctifying grace come all the other graces. For by 
sanctifying grace, which is the life of the soul, we are living 
members of that body, of which Christ is the head. By it we 
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partake of the merits of Jesus Christ and His Saints, par- 
take in all the treasures of grace which Jesus Christ has left to His 
Church, so that we can say with the Psalmist: “ I am a partaker with 
all of them that fear thee, and that keep thy commandments” (Ps. 
cxviii. 63). We partake in all the prayers and good works of the 
Saints and the just, because we stand with them in a living com- 
munion, which is called the Communion of Saints. Through sancti- 
fying grace we shall be like a good tree, which yieldeth good fruit 
(Matt. vii. 17), so that the least good action, the cup of cold water, 
given in the name of Jesus, will bring us a heavenly reward ( Mark ix. 
40). On the other hand, he who has not sanctifying grace can do 
nothing meritorious for heaven, not even if he made the greatest sac- 
rifice (I. Cor. xiii. 3.) Therefore, sanctifying grace is a rich source 
of heavenly treasures, in comparison with which all earthly treasures 
are to be considered as naught. “What do you possess,” cries out 
St. Augustine, “if you do not possess the only good, which is God?” 
The possessions of this world cannot satisfy the heart of man, be- 
cause it is created for God, and therefore can only find rest in 
God, as the same Saint says: “Thou hast created us for Thyself, O 
God, and our heart is uneasy until it rests in Thee.” 

Mary, who was adorned from the first moment of her concep- 
tion with sanctifying grace, not only carefully preserved it, but by a 
holy life co-operated with it faithfully, and every moment of her 
life increased this sanctifying grace, so that she was filled with 
grace, and also overflowing with merits for heaven; yes, she was 
not only the fullest in grace, but also the richest in heavenly treas- 
ures. We can apply to her the praise of Holy Scripture: “Many 
daughters have gathered together riches; thou hast surpassed them 
all” (Prov. xxxi. 29). Let us follow Mary’s example. Let us pre- 
serve sanctifying grace, as the most precious treasure; let us take 
care not to commit grievous sin. And should we fall into grievous 
sin, let us not delay to purify our hearts therefrom in the Sacrament 
of Penance. And as Solomon prayed for one thing, namely, wis- 
dom, with which all good came to him at the same time, let us 
pray to God and Mary for one thing, sanctifying grace, with which 
comes all good. 

III. Our true happiness, in time, as well as in eternity, consists 
in sanctifying grace. “For wisdom will not enter into a malicious 
soul, nor dwell in a body subject to sins” (Wis. i. 4). Even so, 
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sanctifying grace, and with it the Holy Ghost, cannot enter and 
dwell in a soul which is not at least free from grievous sin. Where 
sanctifying grace is, there is also a good conscience. “For the Spirit 
himself giveth testimony to our spirit, that we are the sons of 
God” (Rom. viii. 16). Where sanctifying grace is, there is in ad- 
dition the hope of eternal life, for the Apostle says: “And 
if sons, heirs also; heirs indeed of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ; yet so if ye suffer with Him, that we may be 
also glorified with Him” (Rom. viii. 17). And this hope fills us 
with consolation in suffering, as often as we say with the Apostle: 
“For I reckon that the sufferings of this time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory to come, that shall be revealed in us” 
(Rom. viii. 18). 

Yes, sanctifying grace is the surest pledge of eternal life itself; 
for, if we die in it, we are sure of heaven, and we shall be eternally 
happy. The world cannot make us happy in time and eternity, only 
holy religion and sanctifying grace, and all those who claim they 
make the world happy without religion are false prophets. 

How sanctifying grace, joined to the testimony of the con- 
science, brings consolation, we see in Mary, who, being full of grace, 
was also full of consolation in the greatest and bitterest sufferings. 
On the other hand, man, even when the world offers him so many 
charming pleasures, has no real happiness, if he fails to have sancti- 
fying grace, the testimony of a good conscience. For “there is no 
peace to the wicked, saith the Lord” (Is. xlviii. 22). And if the 
wicked have no peace, neither have they consolation in life or death; 
they are therefore unhappy for time and eternity. It is then sancti- 
fying grace which makes us great before God, truly rich in God, and 
eternally happy with God. Indeed, he who has found it, has found 
a precious treasure, more precious than all the treasures of the 
world, which cannot make us really happy. And we lose this pre- 
cious treasure by grievous sin. Oh, how foolishly the sinner be- 
haves, who for a vain honor, for a miserable desire, sells this pre- 
cious gift, his kinship of God, his heirship to heaven, his soul and his 
blessedness! 

Let us then avoid sin, and pray to Mary, the Immaculate Mother 
of God, for a pure heart. “Ave Maria, gratia plena!” Holy Mary, 
as you were full of grace on earth, so you are in heaven full of 
elory, as Queen of Heaven. But you are still full of grace for us 
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poor pilgrims of earth. For thou art, as the Holy Father tells us, 
the treasurer of heavenly grace. Through thy hands graces are 
dispensed, which thy divine Son has merited. Thy hands are filled, 
as thou didst once appear to a Saint with shining jewels, the heav- 
enly treasures of grace. Oh, stretch forth thy merciful hand, en- 
rich and bless us, Mary! and keep us in the state of grace. Pray 
for us, Mary! Amen. Rev. F. W. 





SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“Now when John had heard in prison the works of Christ, he sent two of 
his disciples.”—Matt. xi. 2. 


As our Saviour one day passed a man born blind, His disciples 
asked Him: “Rabbi, who hath sinned, this man or his parents, that he 
should be born blind?” (John ix. 2). And so may we ask ourselves 
to-day when the Gospel tells us that John was in prison, who had 
sinned, he or his parents, that he should be in prison? His parents 
did not sin, for the Gospel says of them: “Both were just before 
God, walking in all the commandments and justifications of the 
Lord without blame” (Luke i. 6). Had John sinned then, and 
thereby deserved the punishment of prison? That is not possible, 
because Jesus, who is the eternal truth, who never praised a sinner, 
says of him in to-day’s Gospel: “I tell you he is more than a 
prophet. For this is he of whom it is written: Behold I send my 
angel before thy face, who shall prepare thy way before thee.” 
What wrong had John done? Why is he thrown into prison? I 
answer briefly: He had spoken the truth, that is why he is in 
prison. Let us then to-day meditate further over this for our edi- 
fication. 

The following fable is related in old books: Thieves broke into a 
farm house, but found no other booty but a_half-starved 
-rooster, which they wanted to strangle and take away with them. 
The rooster said beseechingly, Don’t hurt me, for I am an un- 
offending animal ; I have a hard life, and am faithful to my trust, for 
every night I announce the time, and Jet the people know when they 
should get up. For that very reason, said the thief, you must die, 














































100 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


because by your crowing you awaken the people, and prevent us 
from stealing. So it was with St. John. He was a true watchman 

who in the dark days of the Old Testament announced the coming 

dawn of the redemption, and told the people to arise from the stu- 

por of sin and to repent. His voice resounded so powerfully in 

the wilderness, that the people from all parts, from the towns, and 

villages, ran to him and asked what they should do to be saved. 

He told each one without timidity, he had even the courage to tell 

this to King Herod, which holy Job considers so remarkable that he 

asks: ‘Who shall reprove his way to his face?” (Job xxi. 31), ° 
Herod had taken his brother’s wife Herodias and lived with her as 
his wife. For this reason John censured him with bitter words, 
and said to him: “It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s 
wife.” ‘But Herod, the tetrarch, when he was reproved by him for 
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evils which Herod had 
done, he added this also above all, and shut up John in prison” 
(Luke iii. 20). 

John was thrown into prison because he was daring and spoke 
the truth openly to a king, and bade him break off the unlawful and 
scandalous relations with his brother’s wife. This imprisonment 
was no dishonor to him, on the contrary, it gave him honor, great 
honor. Joseph, the son of the Patriarch Jacob, could say when he 
was thrown into prison, “I am innocent, although thrown into this 
dungeon ;” and the son of the high priest Zachary could say with 
even greater reason: “Because I wish to propagate good, to make 
the laws of God respected, because I admonished a prince who was 
a scandal to his subjects to lead a better life, for this reason am I 
robbed of my liberty and thrown into a dungeon.” 

Who can question it, dear Christians, that in these days few 
would be found who would bear witness to the truth, without fear 
of men, or without regard to their own detriment and loss? All 
wish to be good Catholic Christians, but when it comes 
to defending the truths of faith, or the laws and _ holy 
practices of the church, a great many keep silent for 
fear of derision or neglect or a temporary disadvantage. 
And how few take the trouble to speak, to prevent, or to 
punish when in their presence bad conversations are indulged in, 
or immodest songs sung, or any other misdemeanor is committed. 
How few there are who unmask the liar, stop the talk of the de- 
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famer and the calumniator, who dare to defend and save the honor 
of their fellow men when it is attacked. We are afraid to expose 
ourselves to our neighbor’s ill will; we will not run the danger of 
being derided or suffering any other unpleasantness, and so we are 
silent, when we should speak. And how many parents there are 
who spoil their children, who do not correct and punish them as they 
should do, for fear of harming them? In a word, those who, like 
St. John the Baptist, bear witness to the truth openly are few in 
number. Oh, how shame-faced we stand there, when compared to 
that heroic man! He had the fear of death and a prison before him, 
and yet he spoke! And we are afraid of a cross look, or a 
slight humiliation, or a trifling temporal disadvantage, we are silent 
when we should bear witness to the truth! We do not think of the 
great misfortune, which will one day overtake us because we were 
silent when we should have spoken; we think not of the everlasting 
perdition which will be the lot of him who, in consideration of tem- 
poral disadvantage, is afraid to bear witness to the truth, and to 
be zealous for virtue and justice. 

If you wish to avoid this awful fate, my dear Christians, you 
must begin at once to walk in the footsteps of St. John the Baptist. 
“Hearken to me, you that know what is just, my people who have 
my law in your heart: fear ye not the reproach of men, and be not 
afraid of their blasphemies. For the worm shall eat them up as a 
garment ; and the moth shall consume them as wool: but my sal- 
vation shall be forever, and my justice from generation to gener- 
ation. Arise, arise, put on strength, O thou arm of the Lord: arise 
as in the days of old, in the ancient generations. I, I myself will com- 
fort you. Who art thou, that thou shouldst be afraid of a mortal 
man, and of the son of man, who shall wither away like grass?” 
(Isaiah li.). In a word, “And fear not them that kill the body, but 
rather fear him that can destroy both body and soul in hell” (Matt. 
x. 28). “When any one by advice, warning or correction, causes a 
sinner to be converted from the error of his ways, he shall save his 
soul from death, and shall cover a multitude of sins.” (James v. 20.) 
Amen. 
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SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


THE ETERNAL TRUTHS. 


“Memorare novissima tua et in zternum non peccabis.” 


“In all thy works remember thy last end, and thou shalt never sin.” 
Ecclus. vii. 40. 


These truths, my brethren, must be very powerful and whole- 
some; for the Holy Ghost assures us that we shall never sin if we 
think over them earnestly. And, in fact, my brethren, who could 
attach themselves to the goods of this world, if they considered that 
in a short time they would no longer be here; that from Adam until 
to-day, nobody has ever taken anything away with him, or ever will 
do so? Would not anybody who was constantly thoughtful that he 
might die at any moment be always prepared for it? But, you 
will say, how is it that these truths, which have converted so 
many sinners, make so little impression upon us? Ah! my brethren, 
that is because we do not take them to heart sufficiently. Nothing 
is more likely to draw us away from ourselves and from the goods 
of this world, nothing so powerful to spur us on to bear better the 
sufferings of this life in a spirit of penance, than an earnest consider- 
ation of these truths. Behold, my brethren, how much Jesus Christ 
wishes to save us; at one time he appears to us as a poor child in the 
crib, lying on a handful of straw, which He moistens with His tears, 
again treated like a criminal, bound, pinioned, crowned with thorns, 
scourged, falling under the weight of the cross, and dying in 
niartyrdom out of love for us. If this is not capable of moving us, 
drawing us towards Him, then He announces to us that He will 
one day come, clothed in the radiance of His glory and the Majesty 
of His Father, to judge us without clemency and without mercy; 
where before the whole world He will reveal the good and the bad 
which we have committed in the course of our lives. Tell me, dear 
brethren, if we rightly considered all this, should we require any- 
thing further to make us live and die like Saints? 

According to my idea there are four points which determine the 
happiness of a Christian, namely: The shortness of life, the thought 
of death, the judgment, and eternity. What a joy for us, my 
brethren, when we think that in a short time we shall leave this 
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world, where we are so tempted to offend God, who is such a loving 
Saviour, and has suffered so much for us. Ah, my brethren, can 
we with this thought in our minds cling to life, which abounds 
with so much misery? I say that the judgment, far from bringing 
despair to you, brings consolation. We find, not a severe judge, 
put a Father, a Redeemer. Yes, a Father who opens His sympa- 


thetic heart to us, to take us unto his fatherly bosom, who will, I 


say, take into account our tears, our penances and good works, as 
many as we have done during our life. 

Dear brethren, how this thought ought to encourage us 
with all zeal to serve God, and with patience to bear all 
the weariness of life, of which we shall be forever free 
in heaven. Ah, my brethren, all the weariness of this world 
passes, it all lasts only for a time, whilst the reward endures 
for all eternity. Courage, cries St. Paul to us; we shall soon reach 
the end of our pilgrimage. But for a Christian, dear brethren, who 
has lost sight of his last aim, the matter has quite another aspect; 
the shortness of life is a trouble and a bitter thought which dis- 
turbs him in the midst of his pleasures; he does his utmost to keep 
this thought of death far from him. Everything that reminds him 
of it frightens him, doctors and remedies; everything is tried to 
keep away the thought that death is near. He is in pur- 
suit of happiness on earth, but he deceives himself. Whilst 
this poor unfortunate man forsakes God, God forsakes him. 
He will be obliged at the end of his days to admit that he has spent 
his life seeking for a good which he never found. Outside of God, 
oh, so many sufferings, so much misery, and no consolation, no 
recompense! At his death he will cry out like that king we read 
of in the Old Testament, who, when he was about to leave all his pos- 
sessions, complained: “Ah! must I then die, must I forsake my 
great possessions, my beautiful gardens, my flower beds, to go into 
a land where I do not know any one?” Ah, death, the consolation of 
the just, brings only despair to him; he must die, and he has never 
once given thought to it. 

We are told in our catechism that at the moment of our death we 
shall be severely judged, and that all the good and all the evil which 
we have committed during our life will accompany us to the judg- 
ment seat. Were you not told, when you came here in your child- 
hood, that after this life, which soon ends, another begins, which 
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never ends, and which has in its train all measure of good or evil, 
according as we have acted well or badly? Answer! My brethren, 
if all these truths were engraved upon our hearts, could we be able 
to live without loving God, and doing everything in our power to 
avoid all these evils? 

Ah! my brethren, how these truths caused the Saints to tremble, 
how they have converted sinners, and made the penitent perform 
works of penance and mortification! We read in history that St. 
Ambrose wrote to the emperor Theodosius, who had committed a 
sin, more from thoughtlessness than badness, “I have seen in a 
vision, with which God deigned to honor me, the follow- 
ing: ‘As I saw you coming to church, I was ordered to close the 
doors, for your sins had made you unworthy to enter it.’” After 
reading these lines the emperor burst into tears; then he drove 
up to the door of the church, as was his custom, in the hope that the 
Bishop would yield on seeing his tears and his repent- 
ance. But the Bishop, far from yielding, commanded him, 
as he saw him approaching the church, that he should re- 
main outside according to the order of God, for he was un- 
worthy to enter into the House of Him whom he had not been 
afraid of offending, and that he should begin to expiate his sins. 
“Certainly,” replied the emperor, “I am a sinner and unworthy to 
enter the House of the Lord, but God can see my repentance. David 
sinned too, and the Lord forgave him.” “Very well!” replied St. 
Ambrose, “you have imitated David in sin, now therefore, imitate 
his repentance.” Without making any answer, the emperor with- 
drew, tears streaming from his eyes, his heart breaking with sor- 
row, he laid aside his imperial robes, put on old and torn clothes, 
threw himself prone upon the ground, and gave himself up to the 
bitterness of his sorrow; his palace resounded with heart-breaking 
lamentations. He was not satisfied to confess his sins in the tri- 
bunal of penance, but announced them publicly, that through his 
humiliation he might draw down the mercy of God. But, you 
will ask me, what was the cause of so many tears, of such a great 
sorrow, of such exceptional works of penance? Ah, my brethren, 
it was the bare thought that God would one day call him to the 
judgment seat, where he would be judged without mercy. 

Ah, my brethren! if these important truths were engrafted deep- 
ly in our hearts, could we live without working in such a way that 
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the judgment of God which our sins have provoked might be miti- 
gated? In fact, dear brethren, who could, at the thought that we are 
only in this world to save our souls, cheat his neighbor, or do him 
any injustice? Who would give himself up to the pleasures of this 
world, which are of such short duration, and so dangerous for our 
salvation, and thereby put on one side the important affair of his 
salvation? Who would dare to commit a grievous sin if he had 
before his mind the fact that a single mortal sin would send him to 
perdition? or who would, if he were so unfortunate as to have com- 
mitted such a sin, remain in such a lamentable condition, where the 
hand of God might reach him at any moment, and not hasten to 
take refuge in the Sacrament of Penance, which is the one remedy 
that God in His mercy offers us? 

Ah, my brethren, let us say rather who would not, if he pondered 
these powerful truths rightly, not live and die a Saint? “O my 
soul!” cried out a holy penitent, “think of thy sins, and these great 
truths. Never forget from whence you came, where you are going, 
from whom you have received your existence, to whom you must 
give your heart, which you brought into the world with you, and 
which you must take away with you on leaving this place of exile.” 
Ah, my brethren, we have not thought about all this before; ah, we 
shall wait until our tears and repentance will be in vain. 
Let us turn away, my brethren, from what is transitory 
and perishable, and let us cling to that which is eternal and 
lasting. Let us say to all earthly things as the Saints did: No! No! 
I do not want you any more, as perhaps either you or I will not be 
here to-morrow; leave me the short space of time which is yet 
mine to employ in seeking the forgiveness of God. Ah, yes, I will 
live for God alone, because I despise all transitory things. Ah, how 
well the Saints understood the importance of these truths, and we 
can say that they occupied themselves with them entirely. We read 
in the history of the Church that a large number of Saints, pene- 
trated with the nothingness of this world, and the greatness of the 
eternal truths, despised the world and forsook it, and shut them- 
selves up in a convent, or in the wilderness, hiding themselves ir the 
forest, so as to be better able to give themselves up to contemplation. 
And there, in dark and lonely caves, they occupied themselves, apart 
from the noise and trumult of the world, only with the practice of 
these irrevocable truths, penetrated by these great truths, with 





















| 
! 














106 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


Severity towards their bodies, which their love of God im- 
planted in them. Prayer, fasting and  scourging brought 
their bodies into a pitiable state. And so they passed 
their lives, which were only a long martyrdom. And when after 
twenty, thirty, forty or eighty years of penance, the end of their 
days came, they asked each other frightened and trembling: “Do 
you think, my friend, that God will have mercy upon our souls, and 
appease His wrath? That He will forgive us our sins? Do you 
think we shall find favor with this Judge, who will be with- 
out mercy?” Alas, who will be our advocate, to make the Judge 
more lenient? Ah, may we hope to partake of the happiness of the 
children of God! Yes, my brethren, we see that the holy penitents, 
who had the happiness of seeing what sin is, and how severely it 
will be punished by ‘God in the next life, put no limit to their works 
of penance. 

My dear brethren, St. John Climachus tells us that if the thought 
of eternity moved so many Saints to perform such extraordinary 
work of penance, what will our lot be, who are laden with sin, and 
not at all repentant? My God, how awful will be Thy justice to the 
poor sinners who have nothing to rely on! Ah, my friends, he con- 
tinues, I have seen penitents in a place where no one could look at 
them or think of them without weeping. Everything there was so 
horrible that you could not see them without crying in sympathy. 
These exalted and holy penitents never saw fire or food; they lived 
on roots and hard bread, which they moistened with their tears. 

Ah, my brethren, how do we find ourselves, compared to this? 
What would be our condition and our eternity if God expected as 
much from us? Ah, if. we, not speaking of practicing these great 
works of penance, if we had at least the good fortune to abstain 
from sin, and to begin from to-day to love God, we might 
expect and hope for the same happiness. My ‘God, how blind we are 
concerning our everlasting happiness? Ah, my brethren; tell me, 
had these great Saints whom we admire‘ another Gospel to follow? 
Did they have another religion to practice? Had they another God 
to serve; another eternity to fear or to hope? No; certainly not, my 
brethren; but they had a faith which we have not, which, 
through the multitude of our sins, we have almost extinguished ; but 
they worked zealously for the salvation of their soul, whilst we leave 
our poor soul without attention. But they meditated without ceas- 
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ing upon the mighty and dreadful truths, the loss of God, the evil 
of sin, a happy or unhappy eternity, the uncertainty in regard to 
death, the awful abyss of the judgments of God, and the result, 
either a happy or an unhappy eternity, according as we have lived 
well or badly; whilst we on the contrary never think of these 
things. Only busy with earthly concerns, we leave God and heaven 
without thought. In a word, they lived as penitents and Saints, 
while we live in sin, and bound upon the pleasures of the world, 
without penance. O how great is the blindness of men! Who 
can ever understand it? To be put in the world, to love God and 
tc save our soul, and then to live only to offend Him, and te 
make our soul miserable! What, my brethren, has been our life in 
reality up to this? And what have we been thinking about since we 
came to reason? To whom have we given our hearts? What 
have we done for God, who is our first and last aim? What zeal, 
and what ardor have we shown for the glory of God, and the salva- 
tion of our poor soul, which has cost Jesus Christ such bitter suf- 
ferings? 

What have we got to offer him? What answer can we give to 
all His questions, when on the one hand He will hold up to us all 
the graces which He had lent us during our whole lives, and, on the 
other hand, the little use, or, rather the misuse, which we have 
made of it? Is it then possible that we who are in the possession 
of so many precious gifts, are still so lukewarm, so lazy, and so in- 
dolent in the service of God. Ah, my brethren, if some idolaters and 
heathens had received as many graces as we have, they would be 
great saints. If, my brethren, so many great sinners had been 
heaped with grace as we have, would they not, like the Ninivites, 
do penance in ashes, and chastise themselves? Let us remind our- 
selves, my brethren, of all that God has done for us since we came 
into this world. How many have died in your midst without hav- 
ing received holy Baptism? How many others, after having com- 
mitted a single mortal sin, have been cut off by death and cast into 
hell? And from how many bodily dangers has the mercy of God 
spared us, while he preferred us to so many others, who in extra- 
ordinary ways lost their lives? How often has God, when we had 
the misfortune to sin grievously, pursued us with remorse of con- 
science, and good intentions? How many instructions, how many 
good examples were afforded us, to arouse us from our indiffer- 
ence for the salvation of our soul? 
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Tell me, dear brethren, what answer shall we be able to give to 
God for showing us such mercy if He asks us the amount of good 
fruit we have produced from it? Oh, what a disturbing thought, 
dear brethren, for a sinner, who misused everything and who did 
not know how to make use of anything. Listen, you ingrates, Jesus 
Christ will say to us, Were the practices of virtue which I recom- 
mended to you too hard? Were they not as easy for you as for 
many others? In what state do you appear before me? Did you 
not know that a day would come when I should be paid for all I 
had done for you? Very well, then, you wretch, give an account 
of everything that My mercy has done for you! Ah, my brethren, 
what answer shall we make, or rather what a disgrace for us! Let 
us, dear brethren, anticipate this by co-operating with the graces 
from now on, which the goodness of God still gives us to-day; I 
say to-day, because, perhaps, to-morrow perhaps God may forsake 
us, or we may be no longer in this world! 

Yes, my brethren, He awaits us with open arms. He opens to 
us the wound of His divine Heart, to hide us therein from the 
severity of His Father; He offers us all the merits of His death 
and Passion, in satisfaction for our sins. If our conversion is 
sincere, He takes it upon Himself to answer for us at the judgment 
seat of His Father, when we shall be called upon to give an ac- 
count of our whole life. 

Happy is he who follows the voice of His God who calls him! 
Happy is he, my brethren, who has never forgotten that his life is 
short, and that he may die at any moment, whom the thought never 
leaves that he is destined after this life for a happy or unhappy 
eternity, for heaven or for hell. O my God, if we would only 
think without intermission of our last end and aim, could we live 
in sin, could we forget the future, which once commenced will never 
end? Tell me, my brethren, do you believe in this eternity, you 
who have lived ten or perhaps twenty years in enmity with God? 
Do you believe in eternity, my brethren, you who enjoy other 
people’s belongings? Ah, no; it is impossible; if you believed in 
it you could not live as you do. Tell me, O sinner, you who have 
concealed for so many years sins in confession and who have com- 
mitted as many sacrileges, if you had the least spark of 
faith, would you not nearly succumb with horror at the 
thought of yourself, that you were not sure for one mo- 
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ment that you might be called upon to give an account of 
all your shameful deeds to a Judge who knows no mercy? 


Yes, my brethren, if we were only fortunate enough to ponder - 


well what is before us after this life, which is so short, we should feel 
obliged to pass our lives in fear and trembling, working so as to 
accomplish the salvation of our souls. Happy is he, my brethren, 
who holds himself always in readiness! That is what I wish you 
all. Amen. 





THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“The Jews sent from Jerusalem priests and Levites to him, to ask him: Who 
art thou ?”—John i. 19. 

To-day’s Gospel tells us of a message. On the preceding Sunday 
we were told that John the Baptist sent two of his disciples to Christ 
to ask Him if He was the Messiah whom the Jews had been ex- 
pecting for thousands of years. According to the Gospel of to-day, 
the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to John, to ask him 
the question: “Who are thou?” With this message we will occupy 
ourselves to-day and see what good we can learn therefrom. 

The Fathers of the Church say that the Jews sent messengers to 
John the Baptist, in the wilderness, to obtain from him a positive 
answer as to whether he was the long-expected Messiah or not; and 
they had every reason to ask such a question, for the time had arrived 
when, according to the sayings of the prophets, the Messiah was to 
come, and, on the other hand, they saw that two powerful lights had 
arisen in the land, the glory of whose holiness spread in every direc- 
tion—Jesus and John the Baptist. Both had been foretold by the 
prophets, both had been in a most wonderful manner announced by 
the Angel Gabriel and conceived by their mothers miraculously, both 
led an angelic life, both preached repentance, both had great author- 
ity over the people; but they were not certain which one they should 
give the preference and accept for the Messiah. Under these 
circumstances the Jews at Jerusalem considered it advisable to send 
and ask John if he was the promised Messiah. 

St. Chrysostom regards this message in another light. He says: 
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The Jews, especially the high priests and theologians, had no reason 
to doubt which was the promised Messiah, Jesus or John, for they 
must have known from Holy Writ that the Messiah was to be born 
of a virgin of the house of David, in the town of Bethlehem; John, 
however, was born of Elizabeth, the wife of Zachary, of 
the priestly house of Levi, in the town of Hebron. They 
knew, also, that the Messiah would work many great miracles; 
John had not worked any miracles up to this time, but Christ had— 
He had already entered upon His public life and glorified it by many 
miracles. St. Chrysostom concluded from this that the Jews did not 
intend to find out whether John was the Messiah, but, because they 
were inimical to Jesus, who ruthlessly exposed their sensuality and 
their hypocrisy, they wanted to make the attempt to proclaim John 
as the Messiah, in the hope that he would be more lenient towards 
their sins and passions. 

Old historians relate that the Egyptians had an ox called Apis, 
which they adored and which would danceto the sound of music. The 
Jews had often seen this during their sojourn in Egypt, and they 
thought about it when God, through Moses, gave them His strict 
commandments and laws. They did not like them and they forced 
Aaron to make them a god who would not give them any command- 
ments, but let them do what they pleased. Then Aaron moulded 
them a golden calf and built an altar for it. This pleased the Jews 
and they brought sacrifices to it; “they sat down to eat and drink 
and they rose up to play” (Exodus xxxii. 6). The idol did not 
bother about them and let them do what they would. Something like 
this the Jews wanted to have now. They knew well that Christ was 
their Messiah and their King, but they were scandalized at Him be- 
cause He was poor and insignificant and ruthlessly probed their sins 
and passions and punished them. That did not suit them—they 
wanted a Messiah who would let them do as they pleased, and they 
thought they would find such an one in John, who remained in the 
wilderness and did not come into their town, and who therefore had 
no opportunity to know of their sinful lives. Therefore they sent 
messengers to him with the intention that he should proclaim himself 
the Messiah. 

Would to God that there were not so many Christians who behave 
no better than did these Jews, and who find fault, now here, now 
there, in the Messiah and His doctrines! 
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The liar and the calumniator would like to have a God who would 
not forbid lying and calumny ; the unchaste would like a Christ who 
would allow all kinds of debauchery; the envious, the haughty, the 
irascible, the uncharitable—in a word, all those sinners—would like 
a Gospel that would allow them everything, that they might not be 
threatened with the pains of hell because they transgressed the laws 
of Christ. “All things,” says St. Chrysostom, “which we love more 
than God, we make a god of,” but that will not please Him, which 
the only true God of heaven and earth commands. Examine your 
conscience, dear Christian, and you will admit that St. Augustine is 
right. Miser, who is your God? Mammon, gold and silver, lands 
and possessions—of these you think day and night; you strive after 
these things in the sweat of your brow, but still you have never got 
enough. Unchaste one, who is your God? The sins of the flesh, 
with which your mind is ever filled. Whom do you serve, you se- 
ducer, who by your flattering words seduce the hearts of the inno- 
cent and destroy their faith, or make them leave the path of virtue 
and innocence? “Such men,” says the Apostle, “do not serve Christ 
our Lord, but their own belly” (Rom. xvi. 18). He who serves 
creatures gives them the preference over the Creator, and he must 
not complain later when the words of the Apostle are fulfilled. “Idol- 
aters shall not possess the kingdom of heaven” (I. Cor. vi.9g). Let 
us, therefore, for the future not follow in the footsteps of the Jews, 
who wanted a Messiah who would give them every liberty, but let 
us cleave to our God, the Lord of heaven and earth, and to His only 
Son Jesus Christ. Let us keep His commandments, however hard 
or difficult they may be to us. It is not for us to make conditions 
with our Creator, but we must submit ourselves in all humility to His 
Divine Will. We only deceive ourselves when we think His com- 
mandments are too difficult. God knows: what we can accomplish 
and He does not lay more upon us than we can bear; what is too 
much for our strength He supplies by His grace. Courage, then; 
let us serve the Lord with fidelity and zeal all the days of our life, 
so that we may one day obtain the reward of faithful servants. 
Amen. 
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SERMON. 
FEAR OF MAN. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS, 


“Beatus qui non fuerit scandalizatus in me.” 
“And blessed is he that shall not be scandalized in me.” 
—St. Matt. xi. 6. 

Nothing, my brethren, is more glorious or more honorable for a 
Christian than to be allowed to bear the exalted name of a “child of 
God and brother of Jesus Christ.” But nothing, either, is more 
despicable than to be ashamed to confess Him openly, that is, as often 
as the occasion presents itself. Where shall we find a meanness more 
culpable, and a perjury more presumptuous, than when anyone de- 
nies his creed, that he believes in Jesus Christ, after having, by the 
most sacred promises, pledged himself to follow in His footsteps, to 
give up his life if necessary for His cause and His honor; but who 
is so thoughtless that at the first opportunity he violates the promises 
which he made at the baptismal font? Ah, unhappy man, what are 
you doing? Who is He whom you deny? Ah, you will be faithless 
to your God, to your Redeemer, to become a slave of Satan, who 
deceives you and who will accomplish your ruin and your eternal 
misery! O cursed fear of man! how many souls dost thou cast into 
hell! But to show you how contemptible this is, I will point out to 
you: 1. How greatly fear of man offends God; that is to say, to be 
ashamed to do good. 2. How those who let themselves be moved 
by it betray a weak and narrow mind. 


I, 


My brethren, I will not speak of all those ungodly people 
who employ their time, their knowledge, and their miser- 
able life, as far as in them lies, to destroy our holy religion. These 
unhappy people seem to live only to deny the merits of 
the death and passion of Jesus Christ. Some have employed 
their power and others their science to crumble away the rock on 
which Christ has built His church. But these fools are dashed to 
pieces on the rock of the church, which will live forever in spite of 
their attacks, 

As a matter of fact, my brethren, how does the fury end of these 
persecutors of the church? Of a Nero, of a Maximin, of a Diocle- 
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tian, and of so many others, who imagined that by force of arms they 
could exterminate it from the face of the earth? Just the contrary 
took place. The blood of the martyrs, says Tertullian, caused religion 
to bloom more beautifully than ever, and their blood seemed to be a 
seed which yielded a hundred for one. And in our own time, has the 
persecution of England for past centuries driven out the faith from 
Catholic Ireland? Has Luther succeeded in depriving the German 
Catholics of their faith? Windhorst, with his centrum party, has 
proven only a few years back what a bulwark the church was against 
the proud Bismarck, so that he had to go to Canossa and submit to 
the Holy Father. Unhappy man! what has this beautiful and holy 
religion done to you that you persecute it so, for she alone can give 
men happiness on earth? Ah! what tears and lamentations are there 
now in hell, where they see clearly that this religion, against which 
they raged, would have led them to heaven. But their repentance is 
useless because too late. 

Look at those other impious men who work with all their strength 
to destroy our holy religion by their writings, a Voltaire, a Jean 
Jacques Rousseau, a Diderot, an Ingersoll, a Darwin, and so many 
others, who only lived to desseminate by their writings what the devil 
had instilled into them. Alas! they have worked a great deal of mis- 
ery, they have ruined numberless souls and cast them into hell; but 
they could not destroy religion, as they believed—they were dashed to 
pieces on that rock. They did not crumble the rock away on which 
Christ had built His church and which must continue until the end 
of the world. 

I will be silent, my brethren, about those other people, 
who, although they do not show themselves openly as enemies of 
religion, for they practice it a little outwardly, but from whose lips 
you hear now and then jeering remarks about the virtue and piety 
of those whom they have not the courage to imitate. Tell me, my 
friends, what has this religion done, which you received from your 
forefathers, who practiced it so faithfully before your eyes and who 
told you so often that it alone was capable of making men happy 
upon earth and that we should be unhappy if we forsook it? And 
whither, my friend, do you think that your half-hearted impiety will 
lead you? Alas, my friend, into hell, where you will have to bewail 
your infatuation. 

I will be silent about those Christians in name only, who acquit 
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themselves of their religious duties in such a miserable way that 
one could die of pity. Look at one of them at prayer—full of un- 
easiness, distracted, and without reverence. In church they have no 
devotion; divine service begins too soon for them and is over too 
late; the priest has not yet left the altar and they are already out- 
side. It is no use to speak to them of the frequent receiving of the 
Sacraments ; if they do go once in awhile, they do so with such in- 
difference that it is easy to see they do not know what they are doing. 
Everything which relates to the service of God is accomplished with 
most conspicuous dissatisfaction. © my God, how are souls lost for 
all eternity! O my God, how small is the number of those who will 
go to heaven, for there are so few who do what they ought to do to 
serve Thee. 

But you willnowsay, Whoare those who sin through fear of man? 
My brethren, listen to me for a moment and you shall learn. 
First I will say, with St. Bernard, that fear of man consists in this, 
that we are ashamed to fulfill our religious duties before the world. 
Yes, my brethren, to be afraid to do good for fear of being despised 
or ridiculed by some ungodly and ignorant men is a dreadful insult 
which we offer to the presence of God, before whom we find our- 
selves and who could indeed cast us into hell for it at any mo- 
ment. What is the reason, my brethren, that these wicked Chris- 
tians ridicule and jeer at your devotion? Ah, my brethren, the true 
reason is this—that they have not the courage to do what you do, 
and so you occasion them remorse of conscience; but you may be 
sure that in their hearts they do not despise you; on the contrary, 
they have a high opinion of you. If they want good advice or if they 
want to obtain a favor from God, then they run, not to those like 
themselves, but to those who, at least with words, they have mocked 
ai. You are afraid to serve God, my friend, for fear of being made 
little of? But, my friend, consider who it was who died upon the 
cross! Ask Him if He was afraid of being despised and to die 
the most shameful death on this ignominious cross! 

But why should we be afraid of the world? We know, of 
a certainty, that we shall be despised by the world if we please God. 
If you fear the world you cannot call yourself a Christian. You 


‘know that at the holy baptismal font, in the presence of Jesus 


Christ, you took a solemn oath that you would renounce the world 
and the devil, that you pledged yourself to follow Jesus Christ, who 
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carried His cross laden with ignominy and contempt. If you are 
afraid of the world, very well; renounce your baptism and give your- 
self up to the world, whose displeasure you are so afraid of in- 
curring. 

But you will ask me, When are we guilty of fear of man? 
My friend, listen to me. One day you were at a table where meat 
was served on forbidden days,and you were asked to eat it,too; you 
were satisfied to drop your eyes and turn red, instead of saying, I 
am a Christjan ; my religion forbids me to eat it. You ate it with the 
rest, while you said to yourself, if I do not do as the others do 
they will make fun of me. Yes, indeed; and that would be too bad. 
Ah, you will make answer, I should cause more mischief if I was 
the occasion for all.the bad jokes which would be made about re- 
ligion than the wrong which I should commit by eating meat. 
Tell me, my friend, would you cause more mischief? If the mar- 
tyrs had been afraid of all the blasphemies and oaths, then they 
would have been unfaithful to their religion. That is so much the 
worse for those who jeer at you for doing right. Ah, my brethren, 
let us say, rather, it is not enough that these other unfortunate men 
should, by their wicked lives, crucify Jesus Christ over again; you, 
too, must be reckoned amongst them, so that Jesus Christ should 
suffer still more. 


You do not know when you showed fear of man? At that time, 
when in company, when obscene words were dropped against the 


inviolable virtue of purity or against religion, and you had not the 
courage to find fault with anyone. You even perhaps, for fear that 
they might jeer at you, laughed with them. But you will tell me one 
is obliged to do this or one would be turned into ridicule all the time. 
You are afraid, my friend, of being laughed at? That was the kind 
of fear that moved St. Peter to deny his divine Master; but fear did 
not prevent him from committing a mortal sin, which he wept over his 
whole life long. 


You do not know when you have shown fear of man? On that 
occasion when the thought came to you that it would do you good to 


go to confession, but you thought you would be laughed at and taken 
for a pietist. How often has this cursed fear of man prevented 
you from attending the instructions or the evening benediction? 
How often, when you were saying your prayers at home or reading 
a spiritual book, you have hidden it away as soon as you heard any- 
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one coming? How often have you omitted your morning and 
evening prayers because you were with people who did not say 
any? And all that from fear that you might be laughed at. 

Away with you, poor servants of the world, waiting for hell, into 
which you will be cast! There you will repent in vain the good 
which the world prevented you from doing. Ah, my God, what a sad 
life those lead who want to please the world and God! How you de- 
ceive yourself, my friend. Apart from the fact that you will always 
lead an unhappy life, you will never attain your end—to please the 
world and God; it is just as impossible for you as to put an end to 
eternity. But in order not to discourage you I will ad- 
vise you: give yourself either entirely to God or to the world; 
seek and follow only one Master, and when you have determined to 
do this, never more forsake Him. You remember the words of 
Jesus Christ in the Gospel: “You cannot serve God and Mammon.” 
That is to say, you cannot follow the world and its pleasures and 
Jesus Christ with His cross, 

It is true that fear of man does not prevent us altogether from 
performing good works. But of how many merits for good works 
does it rob us? How many persons go to church only 
out of fear of man, because they think that no one has con- 
fidence in them unless they now and then make an outward show of 
being religious; according to the maxim, where there is no religion 
there is no conscience! How many mothers only appear to take care 
of their children, so as to enjoy the esteem of the world! How many 
become reconciled to their enemies only because they are afraid to 
forfeit the good reputation which they enjoy! How many are 
careful in their speech and devout in church on account of the 
world! O cursed fear of man, how you spoil good works, which 
would take so many Christians to heaven, but instead of which it 
only casts them into hell! 

But, you will tell me, it is very hard to keep our actions free from 
all worldly admixture. But, my brethren, we expect our reward for 
all this, not from the world, but from God alone; when I am praised 
by man I know certainly that I do not deserve it, because I am a 
sinner ; when I am despised by man that is just as it should be for 
a sinner like I am, who has so often abused God by my sins; I 
deserve a great deal more. Besides, has not Jesus Christ told us, 
Blessed are those who are despised and persecuted? And again, 
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who are they who revile you? Ah, poor sinners like yourself, who 
have not the courage to do.what you do and who wish you would 
behave as they do so as to have a companion in shame. 

But, you will tell me, one cannot help being affected by it! Do 
you know why they ridicule you? Because youare afraid of themand 
the slightest thing causes you to blush. They do not mock at your 
piety, but at your inconstancy and your indolence with which you 
follow your conscience. Consider the worldling, how courageously 
he follows his principle! Do they not glory in being abandoned, 
drunken, cunning and revengeful? Consider the shameless ;arethey 
afraid to spit out their filthy talk before the world? Why is this, 
my friends? Because they feel obliged to follow their master, the 
world; to think and strive to please him alone; in vain are they 
placed under hardships ; nothing can deter them. Behold, my breth- 
ren, how it would be if you did this! You would neither fear the 
world nor the devil; you would only strive and wish for that which 
would please your Master, who is God Himself. Acknowledge that 
the worldling is more constant in making sacrifices to please his 
master, which is the world, than we are by the fulfillment of our 
duties to please our Master, who is God. 


Il. 


Now we will consider this matter from another side. Tell me, 
my friend, why do you make fun of those who practice piety? Or, 
if you do not understand this exactly, of those who say more 
prayers than you do, who receive the Sacraments oftener than you 
do, and who flee the approbation of the world? For three reasons, 
my brethren: either you take these people for hypocrites, or you ridi- 
cule piety itself, or, finally, you are angry because they are better 
than you are. 

First—To treat them as hypocrites you must have read their 
hearts and you must be thoroughly convinced that their devotion is 
false. Now then, my brethren, does it not appear natural that by ob- 
serving the good works which others do, we should conclude that 
they proceed from a good and pure heart? Well, then, how absurd is 
your talk and your judgment! You see good behavior in your neigh- 
bor and from that you infer that his inner man is worthless. Here, 
we say, is good fruit; certainly the tree which bore it must be of a 
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i] good kind ; and we judge rightly. And when it is a question of judg- 
ing men from the good they do, you say, on the contrary, there is 
good fruit, but the tree which bore it is worthless. Now, my brethren, 
you are not so blind and so unreasonable as to judge so foolishly. 

Secondly—I say you make fun of piety itself. No, I am mistaken; 
you do not make fun of this person because he prays often and 
reverently ; no, not on that account, because you pray yourself (at 
1 least, if you do not you neglect one of your first duties). Do you 
1| despise him because he receives the Sacraments more frequently? 
iH But formerly you went to Sacraments oftener; you were seen at the 
confessional and also at the altar rail. You do not find fault with 
these persons because they fulfill their religious duties better than 
you do; they are perfectly convinced of the danger in which we 
stand of being lost and therefore of the necessity of having fre- 
quent recourse to prayer and the Sacraments, so as to remain in the 
grace of God, because after this life there are no more means of sal- 
vation ; we shall be found there either good or bad for all eternity. 

No, my brethren, it is not that which troubles us in the person 
of our neighbor, but because we have not the courage to imitate him 
we do not want to feel the shame of our negligence; we would much 
rather induce him to imitate our disorder and our indifference. How 
| often do we not say, What is the use of these long faces? Why re- 
main so long in church, and go there so early in the morning? etc. 
Ah, my brethren, the life of a person sincerely pious is a continual 
reproach to our lax, indifferent lives. It is very easy to understand 
that humility and modesty itself are a reproach to our haughty lives, 
which cannot bear anything, which would like everyone to praise 
i us and to like us. There is no doubt that their meekness and 
kindness to evervbody mar our violent passion and our anger; it is 
very true that their modesty and retirement condemn our worldly | 
and scandal-giving life. Is it not this alone which makes us un- | 
easy in our neighbor’s person? And what makes us angry when | 
we hear other persons spoken well of, whose good actions are there- 
| by made known? Yes, without doubt, their devotion and their rev- 
erence in church condemns us and arouses distrust towards our 
utterly frivolous life and an indifference for the salvation of our 
soul. But if you want to learn something about the blindness 
| of those who ridicule others, who fulfill their duties as Christians 
ti better than they do, then listen to me for a moment. 














Pee ee ae, Sie 


ja 
¢ 
3 
e 
[ 











THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 11g 


What would you say of a poor person who envied a rich one if that 
poor person was not wealthy simply because he did not want,to be? 
Would you not say to him, My friend, why do you speak badly about 
this person—because he is rich? It is your own wish if you are not 
so rich, and even richer, than he is. In the same way, my brethren, 
why do we defame those who are more retiring than we are? It de- 
pends entirely upon ourselves to be just the same, or even more so, 
if we wish it. Those who are more godly than we are do not pre- 
vent us from being just as pious, or even more so, if we wish. 

You see then, my brethren, that those whom you derid- 
ed did not deserve it? You must never cease to thank God that 
there are some good souls to be found in your midst, to mitigate the 
anger of God, or we should be soon annihilated by the justice of 
God. But, all things considered, you cannot say that a person who 
says his pravers well, who tries to please God alone, is kind and 
obliging to a neighbor, who knows how to help him in his necessity, 
who forgives willingly when offended, that such a person behaves 
badly, but quite the contrary. Such a person is in reality worthy of 
praise and to be thought well of. Whilst you were slandering that 
person, you were not thinking of what you were doing. At any rate, 
you say to yourself, he is happier than I am. Wait a moment, my 
friend, and I will tell you what you ought to do: instead of in- 
sulting and making fun of him, you ought to try with all your 
strength to imitate him; you ought to join him every morning in 
prayer and in all his good works which he does through the day. 
But to do all that he does, one must do violence to one’s self and 
make sacrifices. There is a great deal to be done. . . . Not so much 
as you think: is it so hard to say your morning and night prayers? 
Is it extraordinarily hard to listen to the word of God with rever- 
ence and to ask God for the graces which are so especially necessary 
for you? Is it so hard not to go out during the sermon? On 
the Sunday not to work? Not to eat meat on forbidden days, to 
despise infidels, who will certainly be lost? 

If you are afraid that you will not have the courage, raise your 
eyes to the crucifix, on which Jesus Christ died, and you will see that 
you will not be wanting in courage. Look at the innumerable mar- 
tyrs, who, out of fear for the salvation of their souls, endured so 
much. Are they sorry now, my brethren, that they despised the 
world and the maxim, “ What will the world say?” 
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I conclude, my brethren, by saying how few persons there are who 
really serve God faithfully. There are some who do their utmost 
by force of arms to exterminate religion, as the pagan kings and em- 
perors did ; others tryto makeit despicable by their ungodly writings, 
and, if it were possible, to annihilate it ; others deride it in the person 
of those who would like to practice it, and finally there are those who 
would like to practice it but are afraid of doing so before the world. 
Ah, my brethren, how small is the number of those who get to 
Heaven, for it only consists of those, who, without ceasing, and 
courageously fight the devil and his servants and who despise the 
world and its ridicule! As we, my brethren, await our reward and 
our happiness from God, why do we love the world, which we 
pledged ourselves to hate and to despise, to follow Jesus Christ alone, 
by carrying His cross all the days of our life? Happy is he, my 
brethren, who seeks God alone and despises all else. That is the 
happiness which I wish you all. Amen. 





FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord.”—Luke iii. 4. 


The holy festival of Christmas is close at hand; all flesh shall 
behold the salvation of God; Christ will be born again in our 
hearts. It will, therefore, be fitting that we make careful prepara- 
tions for this feast, and make ourselves worthy to receive Christ. 
For this reason the Church repeats to us in these days what John 
the Baptist preached, who was called to announce the coming of 
the Redeemer to the Jews. He cries out with John, “Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord.” We will consider to-day how to do this. 

When we are about to celebrate a great festival we clean the 
house thoroughly, polish the furniture, and make everything neat 
and tidy, so that the house looks in good order. We even make 
preparations for ourselves, getting dresses made for the occasion, 
and so on. All this is good and praiseworthy, my dear Christians; 
but ought we not to take still greater pains to embellish our inner 
man, so that soul and body may wear a holiday garment? St. John 
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had no other aim when he called upon the Jews, “to do penance 


_and be converted,” and he baptized those who had made the reso- 


lution to be better. The careful Martha had certainly cleaned and 
garnished her house so as to receive the Saviour worthily, and 
did her utmost to wait upon Him, and still the Saviour reproached 
her, saying, “Martha, Martha, thou hast been careful of many 
things; one thing alone is necessary.” What would our Saviour 
say to us when he sees that on great holidays we clean house, get 
ready suitable clothes, prepare food and drink of the best, and 
neglect our soul and leave it, like a beggar’s child, in dirt and 
rags, and never once think to clean it so that it may partake of the 
graces of the feast? What does it avail us, in the words of our 
Saviour, to gain the whole world and to suffer the loss of our 
own soul? What good does it do us to clean house, and put on 
fine clothes, and to eat and drink well, if our soul will one day be 
damned? Do you wish then, dear Christian, to prepare yourself 
for the blessed birth of our Lord and Saviour, and to make your- 
self worthy to entertain Jesus, so as to partake of His graces 
and blessings, cleanse and adorn your soul in the first place? 

Without doubt there are many amongst you who have at one 
time or another made a pilgrimage to some holy shrine. Now 
there is a pilgrimage to which I wish to invite you all to-day, 
and that is a pilgrimage which is not only useful and beneficial, 
but one which requires little trouble or pains—I mean a pilgrim- 
age into yourself. Such a one was very useful to the prodigal 
son. He entered into himself and said, “How many hired ser- 
vants in my father’s house abound with bread and I here perish 
with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, I am not 
now worthy to be called thy son” (Luke xv.). And you, too, 
dear Christians, would find a great benefit if you would enter 
into yourselves and learn to know your sins, your faults, and your 
defects. When you know these things then you will be able to 
purify your hearts and make them worthy for the reception of the 
Saviour. 

You know that we make use of the looking-glass to discover 
outward defects. There is also a mirror in which we can discover 
the sins, faults and defects of our soul, and that is the mirror of 
the ten commandments of God and the precepts of the Church. 
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David had the mirror of the commandments of God before his 
eyes, when he said: “Then shall I not be confounded when I shall 
look into all Thy commandments (Ps. cxviii. 6). David believed 
that he was only sure of the good pleasure of God when this mirror 
did not reproach him with any sins or defects. How stands the 
case with you, dear Christian? Can you look into this mirror with- 
out blushing and trembling? Take this looking-glass into your hand 
during these days which precede the holy feast of the birth of Jesus 
Christ, and reflect what state your soul is in. Compare your feel- 
ings and your aims, your actions and omissions, with the com- 
mandments of God and the precepts of the Church. In your prayer 
book you will find a mirror for the preparation of a 
good confession, made according to the commandments of 
God and* of the Church. Look into it frequently during 
these days. You retire into your bedroom to look into your 
mirror and adorn yourself. Go often to church during these 
days, or into your own room, so as to discover in the mirror 
of confession your sins and shortcomings; it will help you greatly. 
But you must not do as that foolish man did, of whom St. James 
speaks, when he says: “For if a man be a hearer of the word, and 
not a doer, he shall be compared to a man beholding his own coun- 
tenance in a glass. For he beheld himself and went his way, and 
presently forgot what manner of man he was” (James i. 23, 24). 
How that one is to be pitied who cannot be saved because he hears 
the word of God but will not obey it; so also those who see the sins 
and defects of their soul in the mirror of the commandments of 
God, but they do not become better. If, when we look in the glass, 
we notice that we have a black spot on our face, we do not go out 
until we have washed it off. Dear Christian, do the same when 
you become aware, through looking into the mirror of confession, 
of the black spots of sin in your soul; do not rest contented until you 
have washed away all spots, blemishes and impurities by tears of 
compunction and the reception of the Sacrament of penance. 
Cleanse and adorn your soul as much as you can. That is what 
St. John requires when he calls out in to-day’s Gospel: “Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley 
shall be filled: and every mountain and hill shall be brought low: 
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways plain. 
And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 
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Courage, then, dear Christians! Follow this advice: purify and 
adorn your hearts, so that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, may so- 
journ therein, and from the plenitude of His grace upon you. 


Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
“Facite rego dignos fructus poenitentiae.” 


“Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of penance.” 
(Luke iii. 8.) 


This, my brethren, was the sermon which the holy Precursor of 
the Redeemer preached to all those who sought him in the wilder- 
ness, to learn what they should do to attain eternal life. 

Bring forth, said he, real fruits of penance, that your sins may 
be forgiven you, that is to say, whoever has sinned, has no other 
remedy but penance, even for those who obtained forgiveness in the 
sacrament of penance, there is still a punishment due, which must be 
atoned for, either in this world, by suffering, and all the other tribu- 
lations of this life, or in the flames of purgatory. This, my brethren, 
is the difference between the Sacrament of Baptism, and that of Pen- 
ance; in the Sacrament of Baptism, God forgives us without requir- , 
ing anything from us; on the other hand in the Sacrament of 
Penance, God remits our sins, and gives us grace on the 
condition that we undergo a temporary punishment either 
in this life, or in the flames of purgatory; so that man 
shall be punished for his contempt and abuse of grace. When God 
wills that we should do penance, so that our sins may be forgiven us, 
He demands it only to preserve us from relapsing into sin, so that 
by remembering what we have had to endure for our sins which we/ 
have confessed, we shall not dare to return to them again. God 
desires that we unite our works of salvation with His, and that 
we contemplate how much He has suffered to make our works meri- 
torious. Ah, my brethren, let us not deceive ourselves ; without the 
Passion of Jesus Christ, all that we might have done would have 
been valueless to atone for the least of our sins. I will now show you, 
my brethren: 

1.—That we are not exempt from the obligation of doing penance 
even when our sins are forgiven; (2) by what means we can satisfy 
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divine justice ; or to make my words clearer, I will show you in what 
satisfaction consists, which is the fourth condition which we must 
fulfil, to receive the Sacrament of Penance worthily. 


I. 


You all know, my brethren, that the Sacrament of Penance is a 
Sacrament, which our Lord Jesus Christ instituted for the forgive- 
ness of sins committed after Baptism. The distinguishing marks 
of this Sacrament, consist in this: that the Saviour of the world 
shows us the greatness of His mercy, for there is no sin which this 
Sacrament does not remit, no matter how numerous or how fearful 
they may be; so that every sinner is sure of forgiveness, and of being 


- reinstated in the friendship of God, if he, on his part, makes the 


necessary preparation which this Sacrament demands. The first 
obligation is that we must know our sins, the number of them, and 
the circumstances which either aggravate them or change their 
nature; so as to attain this knowledge, we must pray to the Holy 
Ghost. He who in making his examination of conscience does not pray 
for enlightenment to the Holy Ghost, runs the chance of making a 
sacrilegious confession’. The second condition is to declare your sins 
distinctly as the catechism says, without exaggeration and without 
excuse, that is to say, as we know them ourselves; this accusation 
will only result as it should do, if we have beseeched God to give 
us the necessary grace; without which it is impossible? for you to 
accuse yourself as you ought to, so as to obtain the forgiveness of 
your sins. You must then beg of God for this grace, and examine 
yourself before Him as often as you go to confession. The third 





1This view of the venerable Curé of Ars is in its general sense too 
strict and is not believed in by the moralists. The French editors remark 
that it would be more correct to say that a person who does not pray to the 
Holy Ghost for enlightenment is in danger of making a sacrilegious confession 
by weakness of memory, the cunning of the devil, the deceit of our passions, 
or by human respect, vanity or superficiality. 

*The blessed author takes the word “impossible” in the sense of “diffi- 
cult.” 

It is not absolutely impossible to confess one’s sins without preceding 
prayer, but the grace of sincerity is difficult to obtain and only by prayer; 
anyway, a good confession is a supernatural work, which cannot be per- 
formed without grace, and the ordinary method to obtain this grace is to 


pray. 
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condition, which this Sacrament demands, to obtain the forgiveness 
of your sins, is repentance, that is to say, sorrow for past sins, joined 
with a sincere intention of not committing them again, and a firm 
determination, to avoid everything, which might cause us to fall 
into the same sins again. This repentance comes from heaven, and 
is only produced by prayers and tears. Want of repentance has 
damned many men. 

Many weep over their sins, but at heart they are not really con- 
trite. We tell our sins as if we were relating an indifferent story, 
because we have not contrition, and we do not change our lives. 
We have the same sins, and the same faults, once a year, every six 
months, every month or three weeks, or probably every week, we 
are always going the same way; there is no change in our manner 
of living. Whence come all the evils, which cast so many souls into 
hell, if not from want of contrition? and how can we expect to ob- 
tain contrition if we do not pray to God for it, or in praying for it, 
to almost wish that we might not get it. If you do not notice any 
alteration in your way of living, that is to say, if after so many 
confessions and communions you are not better; then turn over a new 
leaf, so that you may not discover your misfortune when it is too 
late. 

When by the grace of the Holy Ghost we have recognized 
our sins, and have properly confessed and repented of them, 
there still remains (so that these three things should have the 
desired result), a fourth requisite to be complied with, namely: that 
we make satisfaction to God and our neighbor. We must make 
satisfaction to God, for the offences we have committed against Him 
by sinning, and to our neighbor, for any injury we may have done 
him in soul or body. 

In the first place, I want to impress upon you that God from the 
beginning of the world, when He forgave sin, still, on account of His 
justice, demanded a temporal satisfaction. His mercy forgives 
us; but His justice must be appeased by a penance which equals the 
sin committed, after having been forgiven, we must punish our- 
selves, by chastising our bodies which have sinned. 

Look at Adam, who was assured by God Himself of the forgive- 
ness of his sins, and who, notwithstanding, did penance for nine 
hundred years, and penance that would make one shudder. Con- 
sider David, to whom the Lord announced the forgiveness of his 
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sins through the prophet Nathan, and who undertook such a severe 
penance that his feet would not support him any more; his sorrow 
for his sin was so profound that his palace resounded with lamenta- 
tions and sobs. He said of himself, that he would descend into the 
grave weeping, that his contrition would not leave him until the end 
of his life; so copious were his tears that he said of himself, I 
will moisten my bread with my tears, and I will water my couch 
with my tears. Look at St. Peter; for one sin, which he committed, 
and which the Lord forgave him, he wept such plentiful tears during 
his whole life that his cheeks were hollowed out. What did St. Mag- 
dalene do after the death of the Redeemer? She buried herself in a 
wilderness, and wept and did penance for the rest of her life. And 
yet God had certainly forgiven her, for He said to the Pharisees, 
that many sins were forgiven her, because she had shown such an 
heroic act of charity. 

But why-do we go back so far, my brethren! Look at the pen- 
ances which were imposed in the early ages of the church. If anyone 
called on the name of God in haste—alas, how often is that not the 
case, even with children, who hardly know their prayers—they were 
made to fast for seven days on bread and water. He who 
worked on Sunday, even for a short time, had to do penance for 
three days. If any one omitted to fast for one day during Lent, 
he had to fast for seven days. If anyone spoke slightingly of 
their Bishop or Pastor, or turned their instructions into ridicule, 
he had to do penance for forty days, and so on. Why all this? 
In order to appease the justice of God? All to satisfy the divine 
justice for our sins? How can we do this? You will find that there is 
nothing easier. The first is the penance imposed by our confessor, 
which constitutes a part of the Sacrament of Penance. The second 
is prayer; the third is fasting; the fourth is almsgiving, and the 
fifth is indulgences. These are the easiest, the most complete, and 
the most practical penitential works. Therefore, 1. The penance, 
which the confessor gives us, before he absolves us, we must accept 
cheerfully and gratefully, and perform it as soon as we can, 
otherwise our confession or the sacrament is incomplete. If we 
think we might be unable to do it we ought to give the Priest 
our reasons humbly; if he is satisfied with them, he will change it. 
But there are penances which the Priest cannot change, and he dare 
not. Penances, which have for their aim the sinner’s improvement ; 
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for example, forbidding the drunkard the saloon, the young girl the 
dance, or a young man going around with a person who is the 
occasion of sin for him; a restitution made for an injustice com- 
mitted, or for some one who for a length of time has lived a negligent 
life, to go frequently to confession. It must be clear to us that the 
Priest cannot and must not change such penances. But when we 
have reasons for asking for our penance to be changed, at least we 
ought, unless it is quite impossible to do so, to ask the same Priest, 
because another confessor would not know the reason why the pen- 
ance was imposed. You find your penances tiresome or hard, my 
brethren, but without cause. Compare them with the pains of hell, 
which you have deserved by your sins. O how joyfully would a 
poor lost soul perform the penance imposed upon you, and a much 
severer one until the end of the world, if at this price he could come 
to the end of his punishment. 


II. 


Now, my brethren, if we accept our penance with joy and with 
the firm intention of doing the same as well as possible, we liberate 
ourselves from hell, just as if God released the lost soul which we 
just mentioned. . 

I say that we must perform the penance imposed upon us by our 
confessor. To neglect this would be a sin. Tell me, my brethren, 
would it not be presumptuous to neglect to do our penance, and to 
expect the forgiveness of our sins? That is against sound reason; 
that would be to expect payment where no work was done. What, my 
brethren, are we to think of those who do not perform their penance? 
For my part I think this: If they have not received absolution they 
are of the number of those who do not want to be converted, for they 
shun the means which, in this case, we must employ; when they 
come again to confession, the Priest will have to withhold absolution. 
If the penitent has received absolution, and has neglected to perform 
his penance, he commits thereby a grievous sin, if he had mortal sins 
to confess. But I am speaking only of those who neglected their 
penance altogether, or left undone a considerable part of it, and not 
of those who, perhaps, forgot it, or were not able to do it at the ap- 
pointed time. Further, I wish to state, that one must say their pen- 
ance entirely, at the time appointed, and with devotion. I say: en- 
tirely. Nothing at all must be omitted of what has been given us 
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to do; on the contrary, we ought to add more to the penance im- 
posed on us by the Priest. St. Cyprian says, the penance must equal 
the fault ; because the remedy must not be less than the evil. But, 
tell me, dear brethren, what kind of penances are laid upon you? Ah, 
a few Our Fathers, one or two Litanies, some almsgiving, slight 
mortifications. Tell me, does all this bear any comparison with our 
sins, which deserve torments that never end? 

Yes, my brethren, we must punish and chastise that which has 
been the cause of our sin. This is the right means to employ to spare 
ourselves the punishments and chastisements of the next life. It 
costs us certainly a great deal to overcome ourselves; but we cannot 
escape from this, as long as we live, and God is satisfied with so 
little. If we wait until after death, then, my brethren, it will be too 
late, then, all is over; nothing will remain to us but sorrow for not 
having done this. If we feel averse to do penance, let us, my 
brethren, raise our eyes to our amiable Redeemer. Let us contemplate 
what He has done, what He has endured to satisfy His heavenly 
Father for our sins. Let us take courage by the example of so 
many glorious martyrs, who delivered up their bodies joyfully to the 
torturers. Let us inspire ourselves, my brethren, with the thought 
of the devouring flames of hell, which the poor souls have to endure 
on account of their sins, which were, perhaps, less than ours. If it 
does cost you an effort to overcome yourself, you will, my brethren, 
receive the eternal reward which your penitential works have de- 
served. 


We can make satisfaction to the justice of God by prayer, and 
also by offering up all our actions, by lifting up our heart to God 
from time to time during the day, and saying: My God, Thou knowest 
that I work for Thee ; Thou hast condemned me to this, to make satis- 
faction to Thy justice for my sins. My God, have mercy on me, for I 
am a poor sinner who has so often revolted against Thee, my Re- 
deemer and my God. I desire ardently, that all my thoughts, all my de- 
sires, all my actions shall have for their single object to please Thee. 
It is also pleasing to God, when we think of our last end, particu- 
larly of death, judgment, and hell, which is reserved as a dwelling 
place for sinners. 

Thirdly, I say we can satisfy the justice of God by fasting. Now 
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by the word fasting’ is meant everything that is calculated to mortify 
the body or the soul ; for instance, for the love of God to bear patiently 
contradictions, insults, contempt, wrongs, when we know that we have 
not deserved them; to give up a visit, for instance, a journey to 
see our parents, our friends, at home, and many other things of a 
like nature which would give us pleasure ; kneeling longer than usual, 
so that our body which has sinned shall suffer for it. 

I have said that we can satisfy the divine justice by giving 
alms. There are several kinds of almsgiving: some which have 
reference to the body; for instance, to give food to those who 
are starving; to clothe those who want clothing; to visit the 
sick, give them money, make their bed, keep them company, give 
them their medicine at the proper time; all that has reference to the 
body. But the almsgiving which regards the soul is of much greater 
value. But, you will ask, how can we give spiritual alms? That 
happens, when you undertake to console someone who is in trouble, 
or who has just suffered a loss; you console them by your words full 
of kindness and charity, whilst you remind them of the great reward 
which God has promised to those who suffer for love of Him; and 
you call to their mind that the sufferings of this world last only 
a short time, whilst the reward is an everlasting one. We give 
spiritual alms when we instruct the ignorant, that is to say, those 
poor persons who would go astray if no one took pity on them. Alas, 
how many poor persons there are of this description, who do not 
know what is necessary for salvation; who do not know the funda- 
mental principles of our holy religion; who, in spite of their suffer- 
ings and other good works, will be lost. 

Mothers and fathers, teachers and housewives, in what does your 
duty consist? Do you know them even superficially? I hardly 
think so. If you know them ever so little, you would be careful to 
see that your children knew what was necessary for their religion, 
so as to escape eternal damnation. How you would use every means 





1The blessed author takes the word “ fasting ” not in its strict, but in a more 
extended meaning. 

In its strict meaning fasting consists of the taking of one daily meal to 
which may be added a little refreshment in accordance with the mild rul- 
ings of the Church. 

In its wider and more extended sense it means, as the author says, “every- 
thing which mortifies body or soul.” 
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at your disposal to teach them all that your duties as parents oblige 
you! My God, how many children are lost on account of this igno- 
rance! through the ignorance of their parents, who, perhaps, because 
they themselves are not in a condition to instruct them, do not con- 
fide their children to those who are able to do so, but let them live 
on in this way, and thereby lose their souls for all eternity. 

Masters and mistresses, what kind of alms do you give to your 
employés, who, for one reason or another, know nothing of their 
Religion? My God, how many souls go to ruin for whom employers 
will be responsible at the last day! I pay him his wages, you say, 
it is his affair to see that he is properly instructed; I only employ 
him to work for me, he does not even earn what I give him. You 
are mistaken; God has not only confided this poor child to you, to 
help you in your work, but also that you may help him to save his 
soul. What! an employer, a housewife, can live on peacefully, whilst 
they see that their servants are in a condition whereby they may lose 
their souls? My God! the loss of a soul touches your heart so little? 
Alas, how often housewives witness that their servants do not say 
any prayers, either morning or evening, and yet you say nothing to 
them. But that is not necessary; so long as they do your work you 
are satisfied. O my God, what blindness! who can comprehend it? 
I say: that a master or mistress shall look after the spiritual welfare 
of their servants with as much care as they do after their children’s. 
God will ask an accounting at your hands, the same as in respect 
of your children. You take the place of their father and mother. God 
will call you to account for them. 

Fathers and mothers, masters and housekeepers, do not forget 
this spiritual almsgiving which you owe to your children, to 
your servants. Besides this, you owe them the alms of your good 
example, which shall serve them as a guide on the way to heaven. 

These are, my brethren, as I think, the most appropriate means to 
satisfy the divine justice for our confessed and neglected sins. You 
can satisfy the justice of God by bearing with patience all the weari- 
nesses which you are obliged to bear; for example, sicknesses, weak- 
nesses, troubles, poverty, fatigues of work, cold, heat, accidents which 
happen to us, as well as death. 

Behold in all this the goodness of God, who has lent us the grace 
to make all our actions meritorious and powerful to save us from 
the punishments of the next life. 
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Fourthly, we have said, indulgences are a very effective means of 
making satisfaction to the justice of God; that is to say, to save us 
from the pains of purgatory. Indulgences are formed for us from 
the superabundant merits of Jesus Christ, the Blessed Virgin, and 
the Saints ; they are an inexhaustible treasure, from which God gives 
us the authority to draw. So as to make my meaning clearer to you, 
listen: it is as if you owed a rich man, who wanted to be paid, 
twenty or thirty dollars; you, however, have nothing; at least it 
would take a very long time before you could pay your debt. And 
then the rich man would make you this offer: “ You have nothing 
to pay your debts with; take from my cash box all you want to pay 
what you owe.” God acts exactly in this way with us. We are not 
able to make satisfaction to His justice, He opens to us the treasure 
of indulgences, from which we can take as much as we need, there- 
with to satisfy the justice of God. There are partial indulgences 
which remit only a part of our punishment, and not all of it, for 
example, that which one obtains when one says the Litany of the 
Holy Name of Jesus, by which we gain an indulgence of three 
hundred days; or when we say the Litany of the B. V. M., for 
which there is an indulgence of three hundred days, and soon. We 
can gain indulgences by saying the Hail Mary, the Angelus, by 
making Acts of Faith, Hope and Charity, by visiting the sick, or 
teaching the ignorant. And then there are the plenary indulgences, 
which remit all the punishment due to sin; after we have confessed a 
great number of sins there may remain, in consequence of the same, 
although the sins are remitted, an almost endless number of years to 
go through in purgatory; if, then, we gain entirely a plenary indul- 
gence, we shall be as free from purgatory as a child who dies right 
after Baptism, or as a martyr who has just given up his life for God. 

Indulgences of this sort can be gained by being a member of the 
League of the S. S. Heart of Jesus, every first Friday of the month, 
and on the feasts of the S. S. Heart and the Immaculate Conception, 
besides many other occasions on the usual conditions of confession 
and communion. O how easy it is, my brethren, for a Christian, if 
he makes use of the graces which God offers him, to escape the pains 
of the next life. But I must add, that to partake of such blessings 
we must be in the state of grace, confess, and receive Holy Com- 
munion and say the prayers prescribed by the Holy Father in 
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church; only for the way of the cross is confession and communion 
not necessary. But we must always be free from mortal sin, have a 
great horror of all our venial sins, and a firm determination not to 
commit them any more. When you are in this disposition, you can 
gain them for yourself, or for the poor souls in purgatory. Nothing, 
my brethren, is easier than to make satisfaction to the divine justice 
of God, as we have so many means to attain this end, so that it will 
be the fault of our negligence if we have to go to purgatory. 

After we have made satisfaction to God, we must make satisfaction 


to our neighbor for the wrong which we have done him, in soul and * 


body. I say for the wrong that we have done to his body, that is 
to say to his person, by speaking of him in an abusive and con- 
temptuous way, or by insulting him by our malicious actions. If 
we have had the misfortune to offend him by our abusive talk, we 
must ask his pardon, and become reconciled with him. If you have 
assailed the honor of your neighbor, for instance, by speaking ill of 
him you are obliged to speak of his good qualities, as you have 
spoken about his bad ones. If you have calumniated him, you 
must seek out all those persons in whose presence you have spoken 
falsely about him, and tell them that all you said about your neigh- 
bor was not true; that you are very sorry about it, and that you beg 
them not to believe it. If you have wronged him in regard to his 
soul, that is far more difficult to make good; however, you must do 
what you possibly can, or you will not obtain forgiveness from God. 

You must examine your conscience carefully, whether you have 
not given your children or neighbors scandal. How many parents, 
masters, and housewives give scandal to their children and servants? 
How often are they not heard swearing, and perhaps even blasphem- 
ing? How often have you been seen working on Sundays? You 
must also examine, whether you have sung improper songs, or read 
bad books, or given bad advice; for example, by saying that some- 
body should take revenge, or abuse his neighbor. You must also 
examine whether you have not borrowed articles from your neigh- 
bor and neglected to return them; whether you have not forgotten 
to give an alms which was given to you for that purpose, or to make 
an offering for the repose of the souls of your parents. If you want 
to obtain the forgiveness of your sins you must not have in your 
possession anything belonging to your neighbor, which you must 
return and are able to do so; if you have injured his reputation, you 
must do everything which lies in your power to restore it again 
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without blemish; you must be reconciled to your enemies, you must 
speak to them, as if they had only done you good their whole lives. 
You must only keep in your heart that charity which a good Chris- 
tian must have for everybody. You must accept your penance with 
the firm intention of doing it as well as you possibly can, saying it 
with devotion and thanksgiving to God who is so good, and who 
is satisfied with so little; and striving to make the hardships of 
your state serve as a penance; we should gain all the indulgences 
that we can, so that after death we shall have had the happiness of 
having made satisfaction to God for our sins, and to our neighbor 
we shall have made satisfaction for the wrong we have done him, 
so that we may all appear with confidence before the judgment seat 
of God. May God grant us this blessing! Amen. 





THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“Let us go over to Bethlehem, and let us see this word that is come to 
pass.”—Luke ii. 15. 


To-day we celebrate the glorious feast of the blessed birth of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Rejoice, then, at the glad tidings 
which the angel brought to the shepherds who watched their flocks 
by night, when Christ was born in the stable at Bethlehem; saying 
to them, “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, that shall 
be to all the people: for this day is born to you a Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord, in the city of David.” I tell you that this 
glad message is brought to us also, and we have every reason to re- 
joice at it; for from our Saviour we received forgiveness of sins, 
grace to do good, and, last of all, eternal life. Let us go to-day with 
the shepherds to Bethlehem, and see the Son of God made man, and, 
learn from Him what we are to do. 

You all know that Christ was born at Bethlehem, an insignificant 
little town in the land of Judea. As Mary and Joseph could find no 
shelter, they were obliged to enter a stable to pass the night. There 
Jesus was born, the Son of God, and a crib was His cradle, hay and 
straw His bed, the irrational animals His companions. 
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Dear Christians! Who can understand this? St. Bernard cries 
out in astonishment: What? Was not Christ, He of whom the 
psalmist says, “The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof: the 
world, and all they that dwell therein” (Ps. xxiii. 1). Why, then, 
does He not choose a palace in the principal city of the country, in- 


stead of a stable in an unimportant town? Why did He wish to- 


be born of a poor young virgin? Why did He avoid the least com- 
fort? St. Bernard answers that thereby God gave us to under- 
stand that we must despise the pomp and glory of the world, that 
His thoughts and opinions were different from those of the children 
of this world, who only esteem those happy who are rich and com- 
fortable and thought a great deal of. 

Behold, dear Christians, the great Lord of heaven and earth lies 
like a poor child of man, in a miserable stable, in a crib! Even 
the poorest child born amongst us has a warm and soft bed. Jesus 
was contented with a couch of hard straw in a cold stable. Oh, 
those who are not touched at this must have a heart of stone! And 
for all that, there are many Christians with such cold hearts that 
they have not the least pity for the poor Babe in the crib. We say 
and sing and paint and carve all about this in a very real way; we 
believe it and admire it; but it goes no further, as a rule. We 
ought to-day to give our Saviour the most fervent thanks for 
His inexpressible love; instead of this most people dress better, eat 
and drink better, come to church, and there the matter ends. That 
we should return our Saviour love for love, and lead a better life, 
does not occur to us; and yet this is the principal thing. 

And to convince you of this, I ask you, for instance: If Mary and 
Joseph, with the Infant Jesus, were to come into your midst, seeking 
for a shelter, would you take them in? Oh, certainly, you reply; 
there would be a holy rivalry as to who would have the honor of 
sheltering the Holy Family, and we would give everything that we 
had to entertain them in a proper manner. But allow me to express 
my doubts of your really meaning this, and to prove to you that I 
have reason to doubt your good will, I will explain to you. Christ 
does not come Himself in these days asking for shelter or assist- 
ance; but He sends, as you know, in His stead, the poor, the needy, 
and the hungry, the oppressed. And He declares that what we do to 
the least of these is done to Himself. Now, tell me, how many are 


going about in these days, poor and miserable, hungry and cold, ; 
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and not a Christian has pity on them? Alas, we think we have done 
a great deal when we give a poor man a piece of bread, and we do 
not trouble ourselves about his other necessities. And how many 
there are who behave badly to the poor and the oppressed, who send 
them from the door without kindness or pity, and call them lazy 
and even worse? But you are doing all this to Christ Himself; 
for not only the good which we do to our brethren, but also the 
bad treatment which we give him, will He regard as if done unto 
Himself. Reflect, further, how ungrateful you are to your Saviour. 

, He became man for love of us, and on the Cross He shed His blood 
to the last drop for us. What return do most Christians make to 
Him for this? Alas, they offend Him, and crucify Him over again, 
by their sins and their vices. Am I not right, then, when I say: 
The Saviour finds no thanks and no love amongst Christians, for 
whom He has shown the greatest goodness? 

A story is told of an elephant which had become enraged, that, 
in the midst of his wild run, saw a little child in his path, whom 
those who had fled before him in their excitement had not been able 
to take with them. He picked the child up gently with his trunk 
and placed it in safety on a bench standing near, and then began 
again his mad course. The irrational animal wanted in this way 
to show his thanks, for this child had often given him bread or fruit 
as he passed by. 

Dear Christians, let us not be put to shame by an irrational ani- 
mal! Let us leave off raging against the Christ Child in the crib. 
He is our greatest Benefactor, our best Friend, and our Hope of 
Blessedness. Let us, therefore, be grateful to Him by not only 
providing for the poor and needy this hard winter, but also by 

keeping His commandments. “He who knows My commandments 
and keeps them, he it is who loves Me.” Yes, we will love Him, 
that we may be sharers in that peace which the angels announced 
to-day in the plains of Bethlehem to those who are of good will. 
Amen. 














THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


SERMON. 
GOD WITH US. 


RY THE RT. REV. H. SCHMITZ, AUXILIARY BISHOP OF COLOGNE, 


“And his name shall be called Emmanuel.”—Is. vii. 14. 


Beloved brethren, assembled in the name of Jesus Christ: 

On the plains of Bethlehem, the angels of heaven brought to 
the shepherds and to us a wonderful message of joy. “Behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, that shall be to all the peo- 
ple: For this day is born to you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, 
in the city of David” (Luke ii. 10, 11). Since the world was made 
no such message of joy had ever been brought to men. Men 
bring dGne another messages of joy. How many joyful sounds 
have already been heard upon earth, how many days of happiness 
are arranged, how many joyful messages are brought; but the 
sounds of joy are carried away on the air, to leave behind only 
slight remembrances, like faint lights; joyful days pass away, and 
days of visitation follow days of blessing, and joyful chimes are 
often changed to chimes of mourning. How often is the joy of 
one the sorrow of the other! How often does it happen that what 
to one is a cause of jubilation to another is an occasion for tears! 
And even if the curse of inconstancy and the reverse of earthly 
happiness did not sadden man’s joyful message, it would still be 
incapable of making the heart of man happy in its deepest depths; 
it does not send its rays right down to the bottom of the heart; it 
is hardly able to gild the walls of our soul with its feeble, caressing 
light. But the angels’ message on the plains of Bethlehem was 
of quite another kind; it did not come from the palaces of earthly 
kings, or from the halls of pleasure, or from the markets of the 
earth; it came from heaven, bringing with it heavenly flowers, 
heavenly blessings, and heavenly graces. The angels, messen- 
gers from the choirs of blessed light, bring it on lips overflowing 
with jubilation; pure and undefiled, without shadow of decep- 
tion and sorrow, rings out the jubilee down upon the earth, laden 
with sin, and it reaches into our innermost hearts. It is an- 
nounced, not to one or the other, but to the beggar and the king, 
the child and the old man, the poor and the rich. The angels an- 
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nounced to the shepherds that it should be made known to all peo- 
ple, in the east and the west, in the north and the south; it shall 
ring forth and make joyful through all the ages; it shall never 
cease, not even when the world shall keep its vigil, and the book of 
humanity will be closed, and then it will ring on in eternity: a 
Saviour is born to you, who is Christ the Lord. Oh, who can de- 
pict the joy of a Christmas festival! Over our altars floats the joy 
of this joyful message, from the plains of Bethlehem it sinks into 
our hearts and breathes consolation and hope into our souls. The 
Saviour is born for us, a Saviour who will deliver us from sin, 
and from the thraldom of Satan, who reconciles us to God and 
opens heaven unto us. What this Saviour is His name tells us, 
that the prophet Isaias announced: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and His name shall be called Emmanuel, God 
with us.” Yes, God with us, that is the meaning of the joyful 
message of the angel: God with us: 


I. In His humanity. 
II. In His childhood. 
III. In His poverty. 


This is what we will contemplate, dearly beloved; His name shall 
be called Emmanuel, God with us. 

I.—God with us in His humanity. The angels announced that 
the Saviour was born, who is Christ the Lord. That is to say, that 
the second Person of the Trinity had taken a human nature, 
a human body, and a human soul, the same as we have. He has 
become one of us. He is like us in all things, with the exception 
of sin, says the Apostle. That is the first step of the mercy of God, 
which we devoutly adore, in the crib at Bethlehem. 

Sin separated man from God; between man and God there 
yawned a deep chasm, which man was not capable of bridging 
over. The Lord God had already given the world proofs of His 
mercy, before the Incarnation of His Son, but it was on account of 
the coming Messiah. Without it there was only before us the 
avenging justice of an angry God, who punishes the sins of the 
father from generation to generation. Full of longing, the fathers 
of past ages looked for the day in which the Lord God would pour 
out the greatness of His compassion upon the sinful fallen genera- 
tion. Most beautifully does the prophet Isaias console mankind 
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in their languishing misery: “Say to the faint-hearted: Take cour- 
age, and fear not: behold, your God will bring the revenge of 
recompense: God Himself will come and will save you” (Is. xxxv. 
4). God Himself! Who can measure the greatness of this com- 
passion? A prince is certainly merciful if he sends a 
messenger with gifts to the poor in their forsaken garret. This is 
what God could have done. He could have sent us a Moses to 
break the chains of our slavery. He could have sent us a prophet 
Jonas to preach penance to us. He could have let Elias appear to 
us again, to bring the word of God like a burning torch. That 
would have been great mercy, but God wanted to do more than this. 
The Apostle Paul describes it in these words: “God, who at sun- 
dry times and in divers manners, spoke in times past to the fathers 
by the prophets, last of all, in these days, hath spoken to us by 
His Son, whom He hath appointed Heir of all things, by whom 
also He made the world” (Heb. i. 1, 2). Now every human heart 
takes part in the jubilation of Elizabeth, at the visit of the Blessed 
Virgin: “And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me?” (Luke i. 43). God comes Himself. If a 
prophet or an angel had come, man’s longing for God, for a more 
intimate communication with God, would not have been satisfied. 
In every human heart there exists this question, which the psalmist 
expresses in these words: “Ubi est Deus?” “Where is God?” 
Where is my God? says the child at its mother’s knee! Where is 
my God? says the youth, in his striving after happiness. So says 
the old man, when he is dying. The Apostle St. Paul says that in the 
times before Christ the people went quaerere Deum si forte attrectent 
eum, looking for God in the valleys, on the summits of the moun- 
tains, on the banks of the rivers, and in the depths of the forests, 
erecting altars, to bring God down to them. All this longing of 
the people, all this desire of the human heart, was fulfilled in the 
crib at Bethlehem. God Himself comes. How will He come? 
In His majesty? In the brightness of His divine glory? Then 
we men would not be capable of bearing His look and His pres- 
ence. Will He come, perhaps, as in a cloud over the ark of the 
covenant in the temple at Jerusalem? This would not be sufficient 
for the mercy of God. He wished to be more to us! Will He 
perhaps come in the semblance of a body amongst us men, as 
some heretics have supposed? No, God Himself comes, after hav- 
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ing taken a real human body and a human soul. So far as His 
mercy led Him so far has He made Himself like unto noth- 
ing. The Apostle describes it with these words: “Qui cum in 
forma Dei esset exinantvit semetipsum formam servi acctpiens, 
in similitudinem hominum factus et habitu inventus ut homo.” 
“Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being 
made in the likeness of men, and in habit found as a man” (Phil. 
ii. 6, 7). God Himself comes; He becomes man like one of us. 
Who can comprehend the greatness of the mercy of God in His 
abasement? Let the eagle become a worm, and at the same time 
preserve his eagle nature, you give him the greatest torture, because 
he can no longer move his wings. Give the lion, with his lion 
nature, the form of a snail, and he would roar with pain. What a 
fetter is our body for our soul! But it bears no comparison to 
the abasement which God laid upon Himself when He took a hu- 
man body and abased Himself like unto a man. Why this abase- 
ment? Because the Son of God wished to come as near to us men 
as possible. God with us, one of us. There flows from the Incar- 
nate Son of God the blessings of divinity upon all men, the mem- 
bers of the same family, members of the mystical body of Christ. 
As if the sun sank into a drop of water in the ocean, and through 
this drop would light up all the other drops in the ocean. As if 
noble graft was ingrafted upon the wild olive tree, all the branches 
and twigs would partake of the strength of this graft, says St. 
Augustine, so have we men, since the Incarnation of Jesus Christ, 
a part in His glory, in His graces, and His merits. God with us, 
descendit, ut levaret (Augustinus). He abased Himself to exalt 
us. The blessing begins already in the crib. Now the condition 
of the poor and the sick bed of the sick become meritorious in 
Christ our Saviour. Now, every tear which is shed by faith, and 
through contemplating Him, with these is God well pleased. God 
with us, now is freedom brought to men, for God is a God of 
freedom. The chains are loosened with which the slaves were fet- 
tered. The lowly and the poor have the rights of man restored to 
them. After the Son of God becoming a brother to the lowliest 
amongst men, the dignity and equality of man is given by Christ 
to the world. God with us. What the Incarnate Son of God suf- 
fered, the atonement made by Him to the Heavenly Father, is the 
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portion of every man; He is the Redeemer of all. God with us, the 
Incarnate Son of God, understands the hard lot of man. He pre- 
pared Himself a chalice of sufferings to make satisfaction for us. 
Everything which belongs to us men serves Him for the perform- 
ance of this work of mercy. The crib, the thorns, the scourge and 
the spear, are in His hands the tools of our redemption. God with 
us, then will the Incarnate Son of God go the way of His con- 
quest over this curse-laden earth. In Him the mercy of ‘God travels 
the way from Galilee to Judea, healing the sick, raising the dead 
to life, commanding the winds, stilling the waves of the sea, seeking 
the sinner, like the shepherd going after his lost sheep, and finally 
taking away the sting from death. God with us, the Incarnate Son 
of God, will live a life of mercy towards all men, until the day of 
judgment. In Him and with His incarnate hands the mercy of God 
flows on the waters, so as to prepare this water as a bath of regen- 
eration for my child in holy baptism. It extends to the olive tree, 
to prepare from its fruit the holy oil for the Sacrament of Ex- 
treme Unction for the sick and for the anointing of the priests. 
It takes hold of the breath of the priestly mouth, to say to the 
sinner, bending under the weight of his sins: Go in peace, thy sins 
are forgiven thee. God with us. The mercy of God will, in His 
Incarnate Son, pass over the vineyards of this earth, and come into 
our fields of wheat, to lay hold of the bread and wine, and in 
their form, by the mystery of transubstantiation, from His body 
and His blood, to give us food and drink for our souls, so that 
His mercy may have its triumphant fulfillment, because by Holy 
Communion we are in Him, and He is in us. God with us; He 
will also live upon our altars and dwell in the midst of our hearts. 
His name shall be called Emmanuel: God with us. 

II.—God with us in His childhood. The Son of God took an- 
other merciful step when He appeared upon earth as a child. The 
angels announced to the shepherds: You will find an infant. With- 
out doubt, the Son of God might have appeared upon earth as a 
grown man. But He did not do this. He abased Himself, and 
lay in the crib as a helpless infant. The heathens have repre- 
sented Jupiter with lightning in his eyes, falcons at his feet, flam- 
ing swords in his hands; no hand free to bless. Our divine Saviour 
wished to appear very differently. Not a threatening, mighty 
figure; not armed with lightning. No, He appeared as a child full 
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of love, full of tenderness, full of joy. The child looks at every 
one; at sight of the child, all fear vanishes. All may approach a 
child without fear, the high and the low, the learned and the un- 
learned, rich and poor. How near has God come unto us! When 
Moses descended from the mountain the majesty of God shone 
from his countenance, and the mountains shook with thunder and 
lightning; they smoked and flamed; then the people begged in their 
fright: “Speak thou to us and we will hear; let not the Lord speak 
to us, lest we die” (Ex. xx. 19). The prophet Daniel says of the ap- 
pearance of God: I was afraid and fell down upon my face. St. 
John says: I saw thy countenance, O God, and fell down at Thy 
feet as one dead. God has not approached us in such state. Parvu- 
lus natus est nobis, says the prophet Isaias (ix. 6); a child is born 
to us. Now we can go to the throne of His mercy with confidence. 
At the crib all fear vanishes, the greatest criminal draws near to 
the child with assurance and confidence. What opens more easily 
than the hands of a little child? God with us in the form of a child 
leads us men to God and lets us find mercy. Of a truth, He has 
given Himself to us in weakness and lowliness. His triumph 
is a triumph of love, for He, the merciful God, became a child. 
What is weaker than an infant? Had the Son of God come with the 
power of this world, to conquer the world, then, perhaps, His 
victory would have been reckoned amongst the triumphs of earthly 
lords; He comes as an infant, without the pomp of this world, to 
vanquish the world. He comes without human help to besiege the 
hearts of men. What is nothingness in the world He has chosen, 
sO as to put to shame that which is powerful. This infant, so help- 
less in the crib, holds the world in His arms; by this infant, the 
Son of God, everything was made that has been made; in Him is 
life, and the life is the light of mankind. He is the life that ani- 
mates the Church; in Him is the strength of the martyrs, with 
which they shed their blood for love of Him; in Him is the virtue 
of every saint. He works through the priestly office; in Him is 
the strength, which makes the chief shepherd a rock on which 
the everlasting Church is founded. What a wonderful triumph 
Emmanuel celebrates; God with us, in the weakness of an infant, 
over all obstacles in the world. If I am weak, then am I strong. 
God with us in the form of a child; what is more humble than a 
child? The Son of God preaches to us in His infancy from the 
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crib. Unless you become as little children you cannot enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. The child is not worldly and sensual. The 
child is unselfish, is humble, and pure of heart. O, when we come 
to the crib, let us bring our Saviour a childlike, repentant heart, 
and pray to Him that we may be as little children; that we, as chil- 
dren, may walk in the purity of our hearts, that we may be humble 
before God and men. There is a beautiful legend which says that a 
boy encountered the Mother of God in the flight into Egypt and 
begged for the favor of carrying the Divine Child in his arms. The 
mother of God accorded him this privilege. When the boy came to 
a stream and looked into the water and saw his face 
he noticed that the features of the divine Child were imprinted 
upon his own. We also will pray the divine Child, that He may 
imprint the spiritual features of His childish innocence and humil- 
ity upon our souls, so that we may become as children. How beau- 
tiful it is to say of a Christian man: Before the world a man; 
before God, a child; in the eyes of the world, a man; in the constancy 
of his opinions and of his faith, a child. A child in his love of 
prayer, for the child prays; in its love of humility, for the child is 
humble in its love of purity, for the child shuns what is impure. 
Emmanuel, God with us, in His childhood He draws our hearts 
towards Him, vanquishes the world, and teaches us how to become 
as children, that we may obtain the kingdom of heaven. 

III. Emmanuel, God with us in His poverty. Out of love for 
us the Son of God has taken a step further in his mercy. He took 
unto Himself our human nature. He was born amongst us asa 
little child, and He appeared amongst us in poverty. The angels an- 
nounced to the shepherds: You shall findtheinfant wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes, and laid ina manger. Stable, crib, swaddling clothes, 
represent the greatest poverty, the poverty of dwelling, the poverty 
of the way of living. The kings and emperors of this world 
are born in palaces; heathendom had built for the unknown God 
whom it sought a temple in all the glory of the world, because it 
could not make to itself any other idea of God than that He would 
appear in earthly splendor. The Son of God appears upon earth, 
and rejects all earthly possessions, all wealth, for He needed them 
not, as Tertullian says: Had He so desired it, He could have made 
Himself a house on earth in which splendor and wealth dwell, 
gloria et divitiae in domo ejus. Why did He choose poverty? Un- 
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doubtedly He is nearer to us in poverty, more God with us than if 
He had appeared in wealth. To us poverty is our very existence. 
How poor and helpless is even the rich man; if he had the dispo- 
sition of his health, his fate, and his life, he would be helpless. How 
poor is the king when he is visited with pain; he may have to go 
begging for a word of consolation,-and a sympathetic heart, and 
how much poverty is there in the lives of the majority of men. How 
poor is work, which is the lot of man. Therefore, the Saviour 
wanted to be nearer to the poor man; that is why He appeared 
upon this earth in the utmost poverty. When Cyrus had vanquished 
the Persians by the sword he possessed dominion over them, but 
when he wished to win the hearts of the Persians he clothed himself 
as a Persian. That is how our Saviour wished to win our hearts. 
Therefore, He took upon Himself our weakness, our lowliness, our 
poverty, so as to approach us as nearly as possible as a poor child. 
Emmanuel, God with us. Now all hearts feel drawn towards Him, 
especially those of the poor. The poor have a special right 
to the love and the association of the incarnate Son of God. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven; 
that is the great sermon which our Saviour preached in the poor 
stable, which He announced from the poor crib. No mother can 
provide a poorer bed for her child than that provided for the Son 
of God upon earth in the crib. Now, through Him, the Son of 
God, poverty is no longer despicable, no longer shameful, no longer 
mean; through Him is poverty ennobled, exalted, and sanctified. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit; a rich stream of peace flows from the 
Saviour’s crib into the hearts of the poor of this world. There the 
poor, kneeling before the crib, are contented with their poverty. 
The heathen philosophers could not unravel the mysteries of pov- 
erty and suffering. The wisdom of this world cannot attempt to 
make the cross of poverty light, no statecraft of the earth, with all 
its theories of making the people happy, can draw the thorn of 
bitterness out of the hearts of the poor. There is only one thing 
that can content the poor in their poverty: it is Christ, the Saviour, 
born poor into this world. Since He wandered poor upon this 
earth, Christendom has contented poor, as Lazarus was contented 
outside the rich man’s palace. Since then Christendom has gen- 
erous poor, like the poor widow who dropped a penny into the alms 
box in the temple. Since then Christendom has patient poor, as the 
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poor thief upon the Cross was patient in his sufferings. Blessed 
are the poor in spirit. How near the poor are to the divine Child 
Jesus! St. Francis, inspired with the poverty of the divine Infant, 
chose poverty as his bride, and, as his queen, begged from God for 
poverty as the partner of his life, and sung its most beautiful 
praises. O, you, who are poor on this earth, come to the crib 
of the divine Saviour. He will console you, make you happy, give 
you peace, so that you may be blessed in your poverty. Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, that, as St. Bernard says, preaches the stable, 
that calls to us the crib, that announces as Gospel the tears of the 
divine .Infant. It is enough for all; we learn from the poor 
child Jesus that it is a delusion of the world that possessions can 
make us happy; that money can give us liberty, that wealth can re- 
deem us. Let us tear away our hearts from all inordinate attach- 
ment to earthly goods, let us use the goods of this world as steps to 
bring us nearer heaven, by performing works of charity. Let us, 
by a spiritual renouncement of all inordinate attachment to money 
and possessions, by overcoming all immoderate desires for wealth, 
make our heart into a crib, so that we may have a dwelling that we 
can offer to the divine Saviour, as he seeks and desires a dwelling 
of poverty, so that He may return ito our hearts, He, who is in 
the most perfect manner our Emmanuel, our God with us, and in 
us. In this way, if we humble ourselves, will our divine Saviour 
take possession of us. Then will the angels sing in our hearts, as 
they did on the plains of Bethlehem, that message of joy and peace 
to men of good will upon earth. 

His name shall be called Emmanuel, God with us, with us in His 
humanity, in His childhood, in His poverty. To the Blessed Suso 
was shown the Christ Child on Christmas night, lying on thorns, 
and he was told that he who wished to have the Christ Child for his 
own must take him out of the thorns. And we will take the di- 
vine Infant out of the thorns of His abasement, out of the thorns 
of His childlike humility, out of the thorns of His poverty. Then 
we will beseech Him to renew and strengthen in us the spirit of 
self-renunciation, the simplicity of our hearts, the love of pov- 
erty, so that the divine Infant will make us His own, and be and 
remain with us through all eternity, our Emmanuel, God with us. 
Amen! 
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SUNDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“Brethren, the time is short.”—I. Cor. vii. 29. 


In a few days, dear Christians, we shall end the year 1900. When 
we look back at the many days, hours, and minutes of which it was 
made up, we must admit that no matter how many there were, the 
time has passed quickly, very quickly, and to-day when we are near- 
ing the end of the year, we can hardly realize that another year of 
our life has passed away. And if we ask ourselves what we have 
done during the past year for the salvation of our soul, we shall be 
obliged to answer: We have done little, very little, indeed, and if 
God should this day call us to His judgment seat, we should not be 
able to stand up before it. And yet God has given us the time of 
our lives, that we should merit heaven. If up to the present we 
have neglected to do this, we must for the future employ our time 
better, as we will to-day learn. 

After St. Paul had delivered a long address to the Ephesians and 
taught them how they must renounce all the works of sin and fool- 
ishness, how they must love God and their neighbor, and walk in the 
path of virtue, he concluded by putting together the whole meaning 
of his teaching briefly in these few words “See, therefore, brethren, 
now you walk circumspectly; not as unwise, but as wise; redeem- 
ing the time” (Eph. v. 15-16). He wanted to say without doubt: 
After I have spoken to you concerning the way of salvation, the 
keeping of the commandments of God, of the love of our neighbor, 
of patience and humility, of mercy to the poor, and of all the other 
virtues, it might be difficult for you to remember all this, so I will 
teach you in a few words what you have to do: “See, therefore, breth- 
ren, now you walk circumspectly, not as unwise, but as wise, redeem- 
ing the time.’ What? you will ask. Have we nothing further to 
do, to be saved, but to walk circumspectly, and to redeem the time? 
Who can believe that? Had he said, for instance, like Christ, “Be 
merciful, that you may expect mercy,” or, “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with thy whole strength, and thy neighbor as thyself,” that 
would be easy to understand; but, that man to be holy and save his 
soul must redeem the time, that is hard to understand. Is time some- 
thing that we can buy or recover when we have lost it? St. Gregory 
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answers this question and says: Paul has by these words earnestly 
exhorted the Ephesians to repentance. He knew well that they had 
spent the past years, months, days, and hours in unbelief, supersti- 
tion, vanity, and voluptuousness, in sin and vice, and to induce them 
to make good the years and days spent so wickedly, and to make 
good that time, he advises them to redeem the time. St. Gregory 
adds that we bring back the hours badly spent and the lost time, 
when we weep and bewail our sins, return to God by a sincere re- 
pentance and by supplying by acts of virtue what we have lost by sin. 
This is what is meant by redeeming the time. My dear Christians: 
How many days and hours of the year, which for us is drawing to a 
close, have we employed sinfully? Years ago it was the custom, 
in the island of Crete, that each person counted the days of his 
life and marked them with a little stone, which he dropped either 
‘ into a vase or some other vessel. If he had passed a pleasant and 
happy day he threw in a white stone, but if the day had been an 
unhappy one for him, he threw in a black one. At the end of the 
year, or at the hour of death, the vase or other vessel would be 
emptied, the black stones separated from the white, and each heap 
would be counted. If then the white stones predominated over the 
black ones the person considered himself fortunate; but if, on the 
contrary, there were more black ones, he considered himself unhappy 
and damned. Would to God such a custom was in existence with 
all Christians, or that at least at the end of the year we would go to 
the tribunal and give an account of the ill-spent days and hours. 
Many of us have lived already twenty, thirty, forty, fifty years, or 
perhaps longer. Jf we had marked our days with black or white 
stones and to-day had to sort and count them, which heap do you 
think would be the largest, the black or the white? Ah, I am afraid 
that many would not find a hundred days in a thousand which they 
had passed in the practice of virtue, or on which they could call 
themselves happy. Ask yourselves, dear Christians, what you do 
each day for the salvation of your soul. If you would bear witness 
to the truth, you would have to admit that all your efforts and your 
care was to obtain temporal goods, finery, and adornment, enjoy- 
ment and pleasure, and that only too often by striving for these things 
you had stained your soul with sin and offended your God. Oh, how 
many black stones you would require every year if you marked the 
days with them which you passed in sin and vice! As a matter of 























SUNDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS. 147 


fact, we have to recover many ill-spent days, we have numerous sins 
to repent and to make good by proper acts of virtue! 

If, my dear Christian, during the course of this year, you have 
not asked yourself whether you have employed the time which God 
has lent you to serve Him and to work out your salvation, or whether 
you have used it in the devil’s service and in sin; then let not these 
few remaining days of this year pass away without taking account 
and asking yourself: Have you in this year served the world, the 
flesh, and the devil more than God? Have you been charitable and 
kind to the poor and the needy, or have you closed your heart to all 
feelings of sympathy? Have you been envious and spiteful, or have 
you taken pleasure in your neighbor’s good fortune? Have you not 
lied and cursed, defamed and calumniated, nor ridiculed and scorned? 
Have you, when you sinned, repented of your sins and done penance 
for them, or are you living now unrepentant in your sins? 

If you must acknowledge that you have spent the time badly, and 
grievously offended God, then follow now the advice of the 
Apostle: “See, therefore, brethren, now you walk circumspectly ; 
not as an animal, but as wise, redeeming the time.” Repent of your 
sins, make your peace with God, blot out the evil committed by works 
of virtue, and strive above all things, from now on, after the kingdom 
of God and His justice. If you do this, you have reason to hope that 
the coming year will be for you a year of salvation and blessing. 
Amen! 





SERMON.* 


THE THREEFOLD LOVE OF ST. JOHN FOR THE 
DIVINE SAVIOUR. 


“Peter, turning about, saw that disciple whom Jesus loved follow- 
ing, who also leaned on His breast at the supper” (John xxi. 20). 
Of the twelve apostles, Holy Writ calls the Apostle John “the disciple 
whom Jesus loved.” To him is given the title of honor, “apostle of 
love and favorite disciple of the Lord.” His father was Zebedee, 
and his mother was Salome, who were nearly related to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. The Saviour called him whilst he was busy on the 
shores of Lake Genesareth, mending his fishing net. John no sooner 
recognized the call of his Lord than with his brother James “they im- 
mediately, leaving their nets, followed him” (Matt. iv. 22). As an 





* The sermon found on page 152 may also be used for this day. 
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apostle, John became worthy of the love of his Lord to such a degree 
that Jesus was transfigured before Him, with Peter and James, and 
he was allowed to lean upon His breast at the last supper. Our 
Saviour exhibited a special love for him, but he also loved his Lord 
and Master with the entire love of his virginal heart. On account 
of his great love for Jesus, St. John is a model for our imitation. 
As St. John loved the Saviour, so ought we, dear Christians, to love 
our divine Saviour. But if we ask in what the love of St. John for 
Jesus consisted, the answer is: 

That the love of St. John for Jesus was 


I., A pure love, 
II., A faithful love, 
III., A fruitful, practical love. 


We will take this threefold love of the holy Apostle as the subject 
for our consideration to-day ; with the intention that we also may at- 
tain to a love like this for our divine Saviour, 

I. The love of St. John for Jesus was pure love. When St. John 
was called to be an apostle, he was pure at heart and unblemished by 
the concupiscences of the world, he shone with virginal innocence and 
purity. Now he had,as an apostle, the great happiness of being able 
to remain in the immediate vicinity of the Saviour for three long 
years. His eyes beheld the Lord, his ears heard the words of the 
King of Virgins, and he went everywhere as disciple and friend with 
Him who was purity and virginity itself. Who can describe the 
happiness which St. John enjoyed in the company of his Lord and 
Master! Heloved Jesus with the pure undivided love of his innocent 
heart, and he was loved in return by the Lord; indeed, of all the 
Apostles, he was the most beloved. The chief reason, however, why 
our Saviour loved him with such preference was on account of his 
purity. When pure, virginal souls associate with one another their 
innocence and purity is thereby increased. In what a high degree 
must not this have been the case with St. John, who for three years 
was permitted to associate with Jesus! He beheld in Jesus his God 
and his Saviour, the Beloved of his heart. The Saviour Himself 
acknowledged the tender love which John entertained for Him, for, 
in that solemn hour when He instituted the Most Holy Sacrament of 
the altar, He allowed him the privilege of taking the place of honor 
at His side, and of leaning upon His breast. Jesus acknowledged 
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this pure love of St. John’s when He confided to him, and to him 
only, His beloved Virgin Mother as a sacred bequest, in those words 


~ full of meaning: “John, behold thy mother: woman, behold thy son.” 


It is, indeed, my dear Christians, a great bequest, an exalted privilege, 
an especial mark of distinction for John. And this privilege only be- 
came his on account of the pure love which united him with the 
Saviour. This is why it fell to him alone to protect and console the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God; for this reason it was, 
that she, the Mother of God, became his mother, and he was her son. 
The pure and chaste disciple of love should take the Virgin Mother 
to himself, his chaste eyes should keep guard over her, his chaste 
ears should hear her wishes, his pure hands should serve the Queen 
of Virgins. 

Dear brethren! In view of this pure love of the Apostle John 
towards Jesus, we must ask ourselves: In what does our love towards 
Jesus consist? Is it as pure and undefiled as that of St. John’s? Or 
is our heart and our love divided? Do we love creatures more inti- 
mately than we do the Creator? God alone is the God of our hearts. 
He must then, also, be the only pure love of our hearts. And if we 
love a creature, we must love that creature for the love of God, and 
love our God and Saviour the most and above all things. Let us, 
then, so order our love that we may imitate St. John in his love for 
Jesus! 

II. The love of St. John for Jesus was also a faithful love: He 
preserved his love in such a way that nothing, no danger, no fear 
could weaken it; in fine, he remained the disciple of love of his Lord, 
in the cross and passion, as on Mount Thabor, so also in the garden 
of Olives, and on Mount Calvary. Sorrowfully, in his love and faith, 
he followed his beloved Master to the Mount of Olives; there he was 
a witness of His bloody sweat, there he saw Him betrayed by Judas 
Iscariot and taken prisoner, and loaded with chains. Most of the 
Apostles fled with fear and trembling; only Peter and he, the faith- 
ful disciple of love, remained and kept their Master company. And 
when even Peter began to waver, and denied the Saviour, St. John 
alone remained faithful and steadfast. He was never confounded in 
his Lord, he never forsook the Friend of his soul, his love was 
stronger than death. For this reason he accompanied Jesus on the 
way of His passion, and stood at last, as the faithful loving friend, 
under the cross of his well-beloved Master. Who can enter into his 
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feelings and picture to himself what he suffered in his noble heart, 
when he heard his beloved Lord nailed to the cross, and saw Him 
hanging for three long hours wounded and in agony? He endured 
all this and abided it in faithful love. My dear Christians, contem- 
plate St. John in his love of Jesus! That is real, true love, which no 
trial could weaken, which no fear could break. That is the real, true 
love of a friend, which is not confounded in the beloved friend, but 
remains devoted to Him even when He is calumniated, despised, re- 
viled and persecuted. Dear brethren! are we devoted to our Lord 
and Saviour in faithful love? We are Christians, we are Catholics; 
can we, though, say in all the stations and circumstances of our life, 
with truth: Jesus, for Thee I live; Jesus, for Thee I die; Jesus, I 
am Thine, living or dead? Are we devoted to Jesus in faithful love, 
when suffering and trouble, trials and want, sickness and pain over- 
take us? And when it is a question of professing our holy faith, of 
announcing our Catholic convictions, even when we may thereby ex- 
pect insult and ridicule, neglect, and even temporary disadvantage, 
did we stand by Jesus in faithful love, by His teachings, by His Holy 
Church, as St. John did? O, how many Christians do we find, 
unfortunately, who are wavering, even faithless, when it is a question 
of showing true love in the service of Jesus. 

III. The love of the Holy Apostle John for Jesus was, finally, a 
fruitful, practical love. The sacred fire of divine love burned in his 
heart until his death, and his whole life was love and a manifestation 
and proof of love in the service of his Lord and Master. No sooner 
had the joyful news reached the Apostles that the Lord had risen 
from the grave, than he hastened with Peter to the grave, but John 
made greater haste than Peter, for he came sooner to the grave. The 
love of Jesus lent wings to his steps, he was burning with longing to 
convince himself that his beloved Master had risen. 

After the Feast of Pentecost in Jerusalem, he began, like the other 
Apostles, to practice his apostolical teachings. Who could depict 
with what zeal St. John announced the joyful message of salvation, 
and how he sought to win souls to the holy faith ; or with what heroic 
courage he endured ignominy and pain for the sake of Jesus? For 
Jesus and His holy Church and for the salvation of souls he was at all 
times untiringly active. It was Peter and John who were the first 
to be dragged before the council, and were scourged and imprisoned 
for having preached of the crucified and risen Saviour. They were 
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forbidden to speak to the people about Jesus; he, however, answered 
with Peter in these heroic words: “We must obey God more than 
men.” And he rejoiced to suffer ignominy for the name of Jesus. 
See, my dear Christians, how St. John proved his love of Jesus, by 
word and act; how fruitful and practical it was. In the second perse- 
cution of the Christians, under the Emperor Domitian, St. John, then 
an old man of eighty-five years, was dragged to Rome; he was 
chaffed, scoffed at and derided, cruelly scourged, and thrown into 
seething oil before the “Latin gate”; finally, he was banished by the 
Emperor to the island of Patmos. But he bore all this ill-treatment 
and suffering in steadfast faithfulness, he bore it all for love of his 
divine Master. How zealous St. John always was, and how active 
to inflame the souls of men with love for God, with love for Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God! He is the most zealous preacher in praise 
of divine love, and he wishes to fill all men with this love. “Let us 
love God,” he cries out, “for He has first loved us,” and “God is love; 
he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. He who does 
not love, abides in death.” When he was an old man of nearly a 
hundred years, and not able to walk any longer, nor to preach any 
more, he had himself carried to the assembly of the faithful and ex- 
e1ted all his strength, as the Apostle of the love of Jesus, to exhort 
the faithful thus: “My little children, love one another. For this 
is the commandment of the Lord; he who does this does enough.” 

“O Saint, whose mouth was consecrated to the love of God only,” 
says rightly a pious writer of St. John. “O precious heart, which 
was all love; O life, which only breathed love ; O messenger of salva- 
tion, whose last words reminded us of the love of God and our neigh- 
bor!’ May our love for God be fruitful, my dear Christians, by oc- 
cupying itself with works of charity! Our love of God shows it- 
self in an especial manner fruitful when we keep the commandments 
of God and the Church and when we fulfil faithfully the duties of our 
calling. For the Saviour says: “He who has my commandments 
and keeps them, he it is who loves Me.” 

How perfect, my dear Christians, is the lo,e which St. John ex- 
hibited and practiced towards Jesus, his divine Master. It is a pure 
love, it is a faithful love, it is a fruitful, practical love. And now cer- 
tainly we understand why it is that Holy Scripture, in speaking of 
St. John, says with emphasis: “He is the disciple whom Jesus 
loved.” Tell me, dear Christians, could the holy Apostle have greater 
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praise lavished upon him than this, that Jesus loved him? O 
that this praise might be our portion, too! - May our divine Saviour 
love us also! And this happiness, dear Christians, will be granted 
to us, if we, after the example of St. John, love Jesus with a pure, 
faithful.and practical love; in short, if we keep the commandments 
of God. For the same holy Apostle says: “By this, do we know 
that we are children of God, if we love God, and keep his command- 
ments.” Amen! Rev. A. W., D.D. 


NEW YEAR'S EVE. 
SERMON. 


“And none of you asketh me: Whither goest thou?” 
St. John xvi. 5. 

An old Christian proverb says, beautifully and truthfully, “Begin 
with God and end with God, and yours will be the happiest life.” 
Every one who has honestly striven to verify this has had a thousand 
opportunities to experience the truth of this pious proverb. 

I congratulate you, my dear friends, who have deemed it your 
sacred duty to begin every day with God. How serenely and with 
what satisfaction may you not look back upon the course of your 
life. And those of you also, my friends, I greet with joy, who began 
this year with God, and are now come here to end it with Him, who 
not only look up to the Almighty with grateful eyes, but also with a 
contrite heart, and who are convinced of the truth, that all is vanity 
except to love God and to serve Him, that we may live for ever more. 
All of us, my friends, who are gathered together at this holy hour, 
within these hallowed walls, carry within our souls the firm deter- 
mination to close the year 1900 with God. 

The end of a year is, and always will be, a solemn moment. The 
departure of a year is fraught with serious admonition. We take 
leave of father and mother, but in the hope of seeing them again; we 
leave a place to which we have become attached, which is endeared 
to us, and connected with indelible memories, but with the hope of 
one day returning to it; but the year, when it has passed away, is 
gone forever, and what it has taken away will never more return to us 
—those three hundred and sixty-five days of our existence have gone 
forever ! 
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Now, let us look back, my friends, upon the year just ended. Can 
we look upon it with joyful hearts and a peaceful conscience; and 
can we welcome the coming year with hearts nerved with courage 
and without dread of the future? Aye, but there is a strange pang in 
our soul, full of anxious foreboding and secret dread. The battle 
of human minds for truth and for falsehood is growing fiercer from 
hour to hour, and the foundation of human society is trembling and 
threatens to collapse. And in many a poor human heart there is a 
private sorrow, and in many a house the light of hope is gone out. 

Very well, then, let us ask at this solemn hour, in this sacred place, 
where we stand in the real presence of Him in the most Holy Sacra- 
ment, and try to find out, “ Why and how is all this happening so ’’? 

And after we have asked this question from the bottom of our 
hearts and with honest sincerity, then we will try and solve the prob- 
lem of “What is to be done” to enable us to begin the new year 
with hope and confidence? 

Now join with me in devout prayer. “I will continue, O Lord, 
in Thy most Holy name, O Lord of all times, Thou wonderful 
ruler of the fate of men and nations! O Lord Jesus Christ, Blessed 
through all eternity!” * * * . 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Saviour and our Redeemer, 
once addressed His disciples in these significant words: “But now 
I go to Him that sent me, and none of you asketh me: Whither 
goest Thou?” 

We know whom Jesus meant; His Father by Whom He was 
sent upon this earth to redeem and to save mankind. Yea, His 
Father, whose image He was, for doth He not say, “He that seeth 
me, seeth the Father also”? And to Him He returned after accom- 
plishing His work. “I go to Him that sent me.” 

We also go to our Father when our mission is fulfilled, and our 
task on this earth is finished. “We will come to Him, and make 
our abode with Him,” saith Jesus. We also are created to the 
image and likeness of God, for did not God Himself say, when he 
created Adam, “Let us make man to our image and likeness” ? 

And when this temporal habitation, our body, breaks down and 
returns to the dust from which it came, that image, that likeness, 
our immortal soul, will also return from whence it came, will re- 
turn to eternity—to God the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost ! 
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But now, dear friends, to reach the goal that we are striving for, 
to be sure that we may return to the Father’s house with joyful 
hearts as God’s own children, we must above all know the way 
which will lead us there. The wayfarer who knows where the end 
of his journey lies will surely and carefully take the right path 
which will bring him happily to his destination. 

It was 1900 years ago when the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
amongst us. “He, the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth” (St. John). “He who laid down His life for us, and 
offered Himself on the cross as a sacrifice of propitiation,” one day 
said in distinct and solemn tones, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No man cometh to the Father but by me.” Since then the 
way lies open before us, and no one can say truthfully, I know it 
not! let us at his moment raise our eyes to the realm above, and 
greet with holy reverence the millions of Saints who followed 
steadfastly and faithfully the way which the Redeemer had shown 
them. The way is not one of ease and comfort, it demands the en- 
tire sacrifice of a God-fearing heart; but it is the only way which 
leads to the Father, and those who followed it resolutely bedewed it 
with their tears, dyed it with their blood, and adorned it with the 
deeds of a living Christian faith. They alone found peace, and now 
shine in snowy garments with palms and crowns, like stars in 
heaven, and cry out to the Christian pilgrims the encouraging 
words, “Look up at us! regard us well! Behold! This is thy 
reward if thou followest Jesus.” But thousands upon thousands 
leave this path and nobody asketh, “Whither goest thou?” 

And herein, my dear friends, we find the first and the last rea- 
son for our moral degeneration, the reason for the dreadful errors 
into which human society plunges. For the wanderer, when once 
he has left the right path, will never be able to measure the mistakes 
into which he may be led, and he never knows how to avoid the mis- 
fortune which will meet him on the abyss that yawns at his very 
feet. As the liar is never at a loss to contradict truths with a new 
lie, nor to add to this another one, or ten others, if need be, even 
so has the original but ever watchful father of lies, the prince of this 
world since the days of Paradise, ever stood up, particularly against 
Christ and His Church. To accomplish his purpose he invented, 
about eighty years ago, a significant word of falsehood, full of 
meaning, which has since risen like a password from mouth to 
mouth. Its name is Progress. 
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A steadfast adherence to Christ and His Church, a faithful pur- 
suance of the way we are taught, is what we call progress; but to 
them this is an old-fashioned and ridiculous thing, irrecoticilable 
with the spirit of intelligence, and the exigencies of the spirit of the 
times, which can only be to the taste of ignorant poor people, or of 
men whose minds are steeped in monkish fanaticism and supersti- 
tion. 

Now, my dear people, give me your undivided attention. The 
subject is too serious and too important that we should not try to 
answer the question, “Whence comes this language which we hear 
everywhere, day in, day out, in high and low circles, in the houses 
of the rich, and the workshops of the poor, in mansions, and in huts, 
on the highways and byways? It certainly did not come to us 
over night, but it came to us, because millions are heeding the call 
of untruth and free thought, while nobody asketh “Whither goest 
thou ?” 
> In the first place and above all it was the puffed up science of 
the philosophers, full of pride and devoid of faith, which opened up 
the way to hell. The authority of divine revelation has been set 
against modern philosophy in order to enkindle the flame of so- 
called enlightenment. After the foundation of positive Christianity 
bd had been undermined and the seed had been sown in the hearts of 
the young from the lecturer’s platform, it was an easy matter to 
disturb even the historical foundation upon which rests a nation’s 
fame and right. 

They have made merry over the most sacred institutions, over 
the most revered customs and rites in Christian congregations and 
communities. They called them old-fashioned, and contrary to the 
45 spirit of modern progress; they were abolished—new institutions 
4 were created, new laws were made—but all without faith, without 
God, without Christ. For the word which God Himself put into 
the ‘mouth of the royal psalmist, “Unless the Lord build the house, 
they labor in vain that build it. Unless the Lord keep the city, he 
watcheth in vain that keepeth it” (Psalm cxxvi.), this word 
of eternal truth has been long forgotten, has been scoffed 
at, and made a mockery of. And so, my dear friends, every- 
thing has become modern indeed—government, family life, educa- 
re tion, matrimony—all has been modernized ; in fact, all our thoughts 
} and deeds have been changed in the progress of modernization. 
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Need we, then, be surprised at what is happening before our very 
eyes? Is it not the fruit of that tree which falsehood has planted 
in the place of truth, and of whose fruit the children of the earth 
eat with such eagerness? 

A horse which has thrown its rider and is running away, tries 
frantically to free itself of bridle and reins. Man, who wants to 
be free and untrammelled, tears asunder the last bond which holds 
him in check. Hence “Separation of State and Church,” “Separa- 
tion of School and Church,” “Separation of Marriage and Church,” 
separation of everything which stands in the way and might call 
to your mind the harassing question, “Whither goest thou?” O 
my dear Jesus, what hast Thou done to mankind that they put Thee 
aside with such ingratitude and such indifference? What hast thou 
done to human kind, my beloved Catholic Church, that they turn 
sullenly aWay from thee, and clamor for separation? Has not Christ 
saved the world? Has not Christianity destroyed the barbarity of 
paganism, spread culture and civilization over the world, sanctified 
matrimony and family life, taught us to know and practice all those 
virtues which bring peace to man, and blessings to nations? Is not 
the Church the continued visible Saviour and Redeemer of the 
world, since He said explicitly to His apostles: “As the Father 
hath sent me, so I send you”? Is not the Church the standard-bearer 
of the conceptions of right, obedience, and love? Does the Church 
not assure every man his right, does she not demand obedience in 
the name of God, and by virtue of divine authority, whose first and 
last command is love? 

Let us look at this a little closer. If modern governments im- 
agine that they can govern man solely by their laws, let them take 
into consideration how long these people, after divesting themselves 
of all respect for divine authority, will have any respect for human 
authority. What weight will the oath have which even the modern 
state uses as the only decisive medium in judicial proceedings ; what 
value, I ask, will the oath have when it is shorn of its terrible con- 
sequences in eternity, when the civil government does not concern 
itself with the question whether man has faith or not? We have 
no expectation that modern progress will abolish poverty, or dimin- 
ish the number of the poor; well then, tear out of the heart of the 
poor his living Christian faith, his belief in Him who was born a 
child of the poor, in the stable of Bethlehem, and lived all His life 
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a poor man, so that we may learn to respect poverty and learn to 
suffer poverty with patience; subdue the Church of Christ which, 
in its chosen members, takes upon itself voluntary poverty, and 
bears it in humility before the world, and which has at the same 
time founded those innumerable benevolent institutions and asso- 
ciations for the relief of the sick, poor and the abandoned of this 
world, where we see them with touching devotion and heroic self- 
sacrifice soften the sufferings of the poor—yes, deprive the poor of 
their faith in their poor Jesus, take away from the Church her con; 
soling and benevolent influence, and you will see, you rich and 
powerful of this world, how you will fare! The lust of the eyes and 
the lust of the flesh were at all time a source of moral ruin and 
great misery in this world. How sublime shines that ideal of 
chastity and virginity through the darkness of night! What a 
heavenly aroma arises from this sacred flower! Has not Christ 
taken His flesh from the ever Immaculate Virgin? Has He not 
Himself called holy virginity the highest gift of an elect soul? Is 
not the Church the abode and the champion of holy virginity, for, 
led by her hand, we see that land of saintly youths and maidens, 
before whom we stand with awe and reverence. Destroy the 
Church and you will destroy also this sacred ideal! 

Then they want to withdraw the school from the influence of the 
Church; the school, they say, is an institution for instructing the 
young. But the school is by no means merely a place for instruct- 
ing, but it is at the same time and pre-eminently the place for the 
education of the young. Our children take with them to school 
not only their intellects, but also their hearts and their souls, and 
the latter must receive quite as much attention as the former. Just 
as conscientious parents will not be indifferent as to how and by 
whom their children receive instruction, as regards their intellects, 
they should also take a great interest in seeing that the right light 
shall shine into their hearts and souls. And this light is religion. 
The child’s heart is naturally turned towards God, and is grateful to 
those who will lead it there. Oh, how touching is the sight of a 
child at prayer, and how close it draws to those who are teaching it 
to pray. It is, therefore, not only wrong byt also ungrateful to 
try to take away the children from those who are constantly holding 
before the little ones all that is divine, great, and holy, and who in- 
struct them at the same time in all they need to know for the ful- 
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fillment of their duties as good citizens. “I am not a school master, 
and cannot judge between the different methods of teaching,” said 
the old Duke of Wellington in the House of Lords in London, “but 
I wish most emphatically to give expression to my firm conviction, 
that if religion is not made the foundation of teaching it will be 
your fault if in future the number of clever rogues in the world is 
largely increased.” 

In a nation, or a state, or a family, or community, where religion 
is despised and allowed to perish, there the process of disintegra- 
tion will invariably occur. It was in the year 1789 when this proc- 
ess was very evident in the State of France. After the holy Cath- 
olic faith had been derided and scoffed at for many years, in word 
and picture, in writings and plays, in public lectures and so-called 
clubs, and after unbelief and licentiousness had been given full 
sway, the French revolution broke out. All religion was consid- 
ered a mortal crime. Priests were killed when they could not flee 
or hide themselves. Churches were robbed and desecrated ; in some 
places the wickedness went even so far that a lewd woman was 
placed upon the altar, and mock ceremonies carried on before her 
as the goddess of reason. When the strong barriers, religion and 
conscience, which keep man from all wickedness, had been re- 
moved throughout the whole country, a new power, as it were, the 
raging of the devil, broke loose all over the land. Envy, hatred, 
and cupidity, in a degree as they had never been know to exist be- 
fore, exercised their power with reckless disregard and wild fury. 
People were slaughtered by the thousands, by order of their own 
government, in most cases without their having committed any of- 
fence. It was enough to be suspected of an attachment for the mur- 
dered royal family, or for the old order of things, or for religion, 
to be condemned to death on the guillotine. My friends! the world 
is round and there is nothing new under the sun; it has never been 
possible to gather grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles. What 
a man sows, that will he reap. We, also, shall have the same ex- 
perience, we shall have to suffer for what we ourselves or for what 
others have sown in fatal self conceit; with us also the same causes 
will produce like results, and the laws of nature and necessity, bear- 
ing the testimony of the history of 7,000 years, will be confirmed 
in the future as they have been in the past. 

Let us then open our eyes; for it is high time that we awake from 
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sleep. The enemy stands before us in full power, and it seems to 
me as if I could hear our Saviour repeat the words which he once 
spake in the garden of Gethsemani when he was taken prisoner: 
“This is your hour and the powcr of darkness.” 

We enter into a New Year; with its thousands of highways and 
byways, paths and roads, it lies before us. Oh! let each one ask 
himself in earnestness and sincerity to-day, at this holy hour, 


Whither goest thou? 


There is only one sure way that leads to the Father, and that is 
the way which Jesus and His representative on earth, the Church, 
teach us. Are we really still in the right path, or have we, also, 
already left it? Have we, perhaps, allowed them to lead us astray 
by that falsehood which has drawn so many from the right path, 
namely, that the war which progress has declared against darkness, 
as it is called, is not directed against Christianity and its Founder, 
but against the so-called Church? 

Many a human heart is empty and desolate and icy cold, and in 
many a home the beacon of hope has gone out. Why, my dear 
friends? Let us be candid and do not let us put the blame too 
much on the world and on other people, but let us beat our own 
breasts and give a true and sincere answer to the question: 

Whither goest thou? 

For years you have lived happily with wife and child. The 
bread which you have had to earn, though by hard labor, you have 
eaten in the evening in blissful contentment in your family circle. 
But you have changed. You find too much constraint in your home, 
and your own are a burden to you. You are looking for distraction 
outside, and sullenly and with curses on your lips you go to your 
work. What has happened to cause this change? Be sincere! Have 
you not deserted your Master, and His way? Have you not fought 
shy of your Church and your prayers? Do you not pursue other ways 
now? Stop! Do not let the year glide into the sea of eternity with- 
out asking yourself honestly 

Whither goest thou? 


and tremble, for the end for you may lead to destruction. 

And you, sons and daughters! Once you were good children and 
the joy of your parents! But it is otherwise now. Look! You are 
afraid of a glance from your father’s eye, and you are cold towards 
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your mother, and their teachings you call old-fashioned; in the 
faces of your parents there are lines of deep sorrow. And what has 
caused all this? Be sincere! You have left your Master and His 
way! You neglect your Church and your prayers, for you go quite 
another way. Bad books, which you know well how to procure; 
wanton speech, and loose principles in which you have indulged, 
have kindled the passions which were slumbering in your breast 
into a blazing flame. | 
Ah! Whither goest thou? 


The New Year is coming, also, for you. Do not begin it in the 
same way. Return to the right path, which your parents have 
shown you and which you used to follow with a clean heart and 
peaceful conscience, so blithe and happy. Follow your Master and 
your Mother Holy Church. 

God’s forbearance offers you another year. Will you again be 
indifferent to this boundless love? Ah! lift up your eyes! Take 
the bandage from them. See, there is a cemetery, and they are 
digging a new grave. Perhaps they are digging it for you. 

My dear friends! If we are to have peace and gladness in our 
hearts, in our families, yea, in the whole human society, there is 
only one sure way, since “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us,” which leads to this happiness, to peace, and, finally, to 
the Father. It is the way about which, my dear people, I have 
preached to you to-day, and which I will name to you once more 
with all the strength of my soul. “The way which Thou, O Jesus, 
hast taught us and Thy Church.” Let us, all together, enter upon 
this way with manly determination, let us raise our right hand for 
the solemn oath, that indeed we will do it in all sincerity. Upon this 
ground we will await thee, O New Year, and with courage look 
forward to all that God in His eternal wisdom may determine upon 
for us. Amen! 
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Sunday School Lessons for the Catechist. 


ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE LITTLE ONES, 


GOD. 
V. 


Gop HAS ARRANGED BEAUTIFULLY AND WELL THE BIRDS, THE FISH 
AND THE ANIMALS. 


Before we proceed any further, dear children, with the instruc- 
tion, we will have a short repetition of what you have learnt so far 
about God. (Repetition of the whole.) And now, children, if you 
will pay attention I will tell you something more about God. 

I was taking a walk once in the woods, when I saw in the dis- 
tance several boys looking curiously up into a tree. I approached 
them without their noticing me. Then I perceived that they were 
listening attentively to the beautiful song of a bird. 

The bird flew further away. Then one of the bigger boys said: 
“This bird’s nest can’t be far away, let us go and look for it.” “Yes, 
let’s go,” they all cried. They then ran in all directions, searching 
in the bushes. All at once one of the boys cried out delightedly: 
“Come here, all of you, I’ve found it—five little ones! five little 
ones!” The boys ran in all haste, for each one wanted to see them 
first. . 

They took the greatest pleasure in the young birds, which opened 
their bills wide, and clamored for food. The parent bird, which 
shortly before had sung so sweetly, flew about anxiously, hither 
and thither, and you could tell by the tone of her voice that she was 
afraid that some harm would happen to her young. As soon as 
they had finished admiring the nest, the eldest boy said: “Come, let 
us go now. The little birds are hungry, you see, waiting for the 
old ones to come and feed them.” They did, indeed, go away with- 
out molesting the young birds, which pleased me greatly. On the 
way home they talked gladly about the bird’s nest, and each one 
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had something different to say about the pleasure the little birds had 
given them. 

My dear children, you have all seen and heard the birds sing; 
how do you like the birds? Has not God made them beautifully 
and well? You all know the canary bird? What color are its 
feathers? Yes, they are of a most beautiful yellow, but what 
pleases me better still, is that it can sing so sweetly. And God 
has created numberless birds, many of them having a lovely plu- 
mage; and others, again, delight us with their song. Whenever you 
hear the song of a sprightly bird, think of God; for God made the 
birds sing so sweetly. What has God made the birds to do so beau- 
tifully and well? (God made, and so on.) 

I was passing a brook one day, when I saw a mother with her 
three children sitting on the edge. Each of the children had a piece 
of bread in his hands, which they were eating, and from time to 
time they threw a crumb into the waters A number of little fishes 
came up, snapped at the bread, and swallowed it. At this the chil- 
dren were delighted. Now and again they would call out to their 
mother: “See, mother dear, how lively the fishes swim about!” 

Now, you have certainly often seen fish swimming in the water, 
and were you not delighted with them? It is really a pretty sight, 
when a number of fish swim about and play in the water. Birds, 
dear children, cannot swim in the water, they would be drowned. 
But God has arranged the fish in such a way that they can live and 
swim in the water. Is this not beautiful and good? Well, remem- 
ber, then, that God made the fish to swim so lively. What, then, 
did God make the fish to do so beautifully and well? (God made, 
and so on.) But now I must warn you of a dangerous thing. Never 
go too near the water! You can very easily fall in and be drowned, 
which has often happened. Only when your father or mother is 
with you, then you can look at the fish swimming about. 

There are other kinds of animals in the world, which cannot 
fly like the birds, nor swim like the fish. These animals have also 
been made by God, beautiful and well. For instance, the horse can- 
not fly, and it cannot swim in the water for long. But when it is 
hitched to a wagon, or a sleigh, and driven, what does it do then? 
Runs very fast. And there are a number of other animals which 
God has arranged so beautifully and so well that we cannot thank 
Him sufficiently. When you see a beautiful horse, a faithful dog, 
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a lively squirrel, or any other animal running about, and it makes 
you glad, of whom should you think? And why of God? God 
made the animals to jump and run. 

Animals, dear children, not only give us pleasure, but God has 
so arranged it that they are very useful to man. Oh! how hard it 
would be for us if God had not created the horses, oxen, and cows! 
We should have been obliged to pull the wagons and the ploughs 
ourselves. But our good God has created animals, and they must 
work for us. What do the animals do for us? 

But they do not work for us only. God has made them for our 
nourishment, and to clothe us. Milk is so healthy and good, espe- 
cially for children, it tastes so sweet; which animal has God given 
us that we shall not want for milk? The cow. And the meat that 
we eat, dear children! where else do we get it but from the animals 
which God has created for our use? God has also created insects 
which give us something very nice and sweet; they live by the 
thousands in hives made of straw, and fly about all day from flower 
to flower, and who can tell me what sweet thing they collect? And 
what are these little things called? Now, remember, then, that 
God makes the animals to work for us, and to give us food. 

In the winter, when snow and ice cover the ground, when the 
wind blows so cold, if we had no clothes we should freeze. How 
fatherly has God provided for our needs! This dress is made of 
wool, and what do we call the animal from which we get wool? 
And who created the sheep? And so it was with our shoes. They 
are made of leather, and this is made from the skins of animals. 
How well and useful has God made the animals! God made the 
animals to work for us, and to give us food and clothing. I will re- 
peat this for you several times. 

God, who is our Father in heaven, has, then, made the animals so 
beautifully and so well that they give us the greatest pleasure. And 
yet, dear children, there are men wicked enough to hurt and torture 
these animals, and even to take pleasure in it. Listen to the follow- 
ing story. 

Charles teased and tormented the unoffending animals whenever 
he got a chance. If an animal gave a cry of pain and fear, or did 
not know what to do for anxiety, then he took a wicked pleasure 
in this. Often, other children had begged him not to be so cruel to 
the poor animals. But Charles only laughed at them. Indeed, 
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when he grew bigger and stronger he treated other children the 
same. He often hit other children or made them cry. 

Once upon a time he, all alone, was passing a farmer’s house, and 
in front of the door he saw two sheep lying, with their feet tied 
together with bands of straw. There was no one near. He went 
up, and pulled the poor animals by the wool, and kicked them re- 
peatedly with his feet. A man who was looking on unperceived, 
slipped out of the house, took hold of the willful boy by the hair, 
and shook him so roughly that he became quite dizzy. Then he 
boxed his ears so soundly that his teeth shook in his head. Oh 
dear, oh dear, what screaming and howling! “Well,” said the man, 
“does that hurt you? Just so it hurts the poor animals when they 
are teased and tormented.” From that moment, Charles never hurt 
another animal, still less a child. And he remembered this little 
verse: 

Never torture a beast in vain, 
For it can feel like you, the pain. 

Children, I beg of you, never to tease the poor, defenceless ani- 
mals. You know how it hurts when anyone hits you, or hurts you 
in any other way. Animals feel it just as much; they have feeling, 
too. God who created them for our benefit is very much offended 
when we ill treat them. He hears the cry of the tortured animal, 
and sooner or later these unnatural people will be punished for it. 
Be kind to all animals, do not injure the worm that crawls on the 
ground, and then God will be always good and merciful to you. 
Now I want you to promise me this, and remember this saying: 

All my clothes, and all my food, 
Come from God, and do me good. 


God it is who loves us all, 
God it is who gives us all. 


VI. 
Gop Has Mape Mawn’s Bopy BEAUTIFULLY AND WELL. 


What you have heard about God, so far, my dear children, I am 
sure has pleased you. Now, we have not yet admired the grandest 
and the best that God has created upon earth. Who of you can tell 
me what is the noblest and most important creature that God has 
created on this earth? Yes, there is not upon the earth a nobler or 
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more beautiful creature than man. Let us consider, and we shall 
find, that God has made mankind the grandest and the best. 

To all men, and to each one of you, dear children, God has given 
a beautiful human body. This body has been so beautifully and so 
well arranged by God that we must admire it, and be glad, and 
thank God for it with our whole heart. 

Children, can you see me? Can you see also what I hold in my 
hand? With what then do you see? With the eyes. Then you have 
eyes in your body ; that is the first thing in our bodies which we have 
to consider. Would it not be better if we did not have eyes? If we 
had no eyes, my dear children, our countenance would be quite al- 
tered, and our body would not be so beautiful. There are, however, 
men who have eyes, but they cannot see. What do we call these 
men? Blind. My dear children, we call a blind man a poor man, 
and so he is. The blind cannot see the wonderful works of God, they 
cannot take a sure step, it is always night and dark to them. How 
good then is God, that He has given us two eyes in our body so that 
we can see everything around us. Thank Him for this, and only 
use your eyes to do good. You must never look at anything that is 
bad or naughty, but you must often look up to your good Father in 
heaven, and thank Him that He has given you such good and beau- 
tiful eyes. Will you promise me this, children? What, then, is the 
first thing that God has given us in our bodies, so good and beautiful ? 
Eyes to see with. 

Children, do you see the words which I speak to you? How then 
do you know that I have spoken words to you? You heard the words. 
With what do you hear the words which I speak to you? With your 
ears. That is also very nice and good of God, that He has given us 
ears on our body with which we can hear. Do you understand me, 
also, when I speak softly?* Did you all understand me? God 
has given you good hearing. Thank Him gratefully for this! There 
are men who cannot hear as well as you can, to whom one must talk 
very loudly, so that they can understand the words; indeed, there 
are some men who cannot hear at all, and these we call deaf. O, 
children, it is a great hardship to have ears, and not be able to hear. 
Therefore you must be very grateful to God. You must, in particu- 
lar, listen attentively when you are spoken to about God. He has 
arranged your ears so wonderfully that you hear everything that is 





*Say softly: children must be all very good and attentive! 
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said to you. But men who hold bad conversations and who, which 
God forbid, swear and curse, you must not listen to them, but go as 
far away as you can from them, that you may not become wicked 

too. What, then, has God created on our bodies, beautifully and 

well? Ears to hear with. 

Now, children, sit quite still, and do not move!* If it was always 
as quiet as this, and if we never heard a word, how dreary it would 
be in this world. Now N. you tell me, with what doI speak? With 
the tongue in my mouth. Animals have a mouth and tongue, too, but 
can they speak? Children, think this over well. God has arranged 
the mouth of man so that he can speak. Be glad, then, that you have 
a mouth with which you can speak and thank God! 

God, who has made the mouth of man so wonderfully that he can 
talk, expects that man will only speak of good things. A bad word 
should never leave your mouth. A man who could be so bad as to 
use his mouth to slander God and his fellow men, to scold and to 
calumniate them, would deserve to have his ungrateful tongue torn 
out. Only good conversation should come from your mouths. 

Above all you ought to be glad to speak to God, that is to say, you 
ought to like to pray to Him. This gives God the greatest pleasure. 
What, then, has God done still further for our bodies? He has given 
us a mouth to talk with, 

Now, children, who painted this picture? The painter. Did the 
painter paint it with his hands or his feet? With his hands. And 
who made this dress which you wear on your body? With what did 
the dressmaker make it? With her hands. Who made these benches 
and this table? With what did the carpenter make them? O what 
a good thing it is that man can make so many beautiful things with 
his hands. Children, what do we call those men who have hands 
but who never work with them? Lazy. Does God love that kind 
of men? For what purpose did God give hands to man? To work 

with. Yes, we received our hands from God to work with. 
My dear children, you are very young, but you can already do some 
work. Move your hands, therefore, when any one gives you some- 











* All keep perfectly quiet for a few moments. 
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thing to do, and never be lazy good-for-nothings. Because idleness is 
the root of all evil. Remember often the saying: 

Do all your work with zeal and joy. 

Everyone likes an industrious boy. 

None of you would be so bad as to use your hands to hit other 
children, or to steal with. For then you would offend God. Never 
touch anything which does not belong to you, for those who steal 
go, in time, to the gallows. Now tell me, do you like it when a 
naughty child hits you? Keep these lines in your memory: 

Do unto others as you would 
They should do unto you. 

What has God given us on our bodies? Hands to work with. 

My dear children, how did you get here to-day? Did anyone 
carry you here? Can you all walk? What do you walk with? With 
your feet. How good it is, then, for us that God has given to the 
human body feet to walk with, and to run and jump. I once saw a 
man who had feet, too, but he could not walk, because he was lame. 
He had to be lifted and carried. He looked sad and troubled. 

Thank God then for your sound feet, as often as you walk, run 
or jump, because He created them. What more, then, has our body 
which God has given us? Feet to walk with. 

I have often seen children kick each other with their feet; is that 
right? You must never do anything like that, or you will be punished 
by God. | 

There are many other good and beautiful things with which the 
human body is provided; but we will speak of them later on. What, 
then, has God given to the human body so good and useful? Eyes 
to see with; ears to hear with; a mouth to talk with; hands to work 
with; and feet to walk with. Did God, then, arrange the human 
body well? Yes, indeed! remember this verse: 

With wisdom and with careful thought 
Our body into life was brought. 

One reason why so many men lose the beauty and health of their 
bodies, which God has made so well, the following little story will 
explain to you: 

The new Pastor of a parish paid a visit one day to his school. The 
children all looked very happy, healthy, and bright. One boy, named 
Simon, looked very pale and sickly, the Pastor thought. On ob- 
serving the boy closer he found that his hair was untidy and bristly, 
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his clothes were torn and dirty, his hands almost black, and his face 
unwashed. Simon had to step forward, and then it was discovered 
that he was suffering from a disease called the itch, caused by his 
uncleanliness. He could not sit any longer near the other children, 
and had to have a seat all by himself. How ashamed it made him 
feel! 

On the doctor’s advice he had to be washed and bathed, and take 
medicine often, that tasted nasty. And then the doctor told him 
that he would never be healthy again unless he kept himself clean. 
Then Simon asked the teacher, who had so often asked him in vain 
to be cleanly, what he should do, to keep himself neat and clean. The 
teacher insisted that he should every morning wash himself care- 
fully, comb his hair, and keep himself as clean as possible through 
the day, and when he was dirty, to wash himself again. In a few 
weeks Simon was so changed that you would hardly recognize him; 
he had followed the teacher’s advice and was now neat, clean and 
healthy. 

You must not only take care of your bodies as far as cleanliness 
is concerned, but you must guard them from danger. By climbing 
trees, sliding on the ice, throwing stones, and so on, many a child has 
lost an eye, or injured a limb, and sometimes lost life. If you value 
your bodies, which God has made so good and useful, you will be 
careful to avoid danger, so as not to have the misfortune of being 
a cripple for life. For 


How beautiful are our limbs so fair, 
But easily injured and hard to repair. 





VII. 


Gop HAS MADE THE Sour OF MAN BEAUTIFUL AND Goop.* 


% 


My dear children! last time we admired how beautifully and well 
God had made the human body, and we were glad that we had eyes 
to see with, ears to hear with, a mouth to talk with, hands to 
work with, and feet to walk with. But all this, children, is only 





*As the instruction on the soul of man is difficult to understand, this instruc- 
tion is divided into two parts, which, in connection with frequent repetition, 
will make it easier for the children to comprehend it. 
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a small part of what we have received from God. For God has given 
us something much better than the body, and I will tell you about it 
to-day. A short while ago I was sent for in the night to attend a 
very sick person. When I reached the house, there lay a young man 
on the bed, pale and emaciated. He was suffering very much, and 
all those who were around him saw that he would soon die. I 
prayed with, and for him, consoled him, and encouraged him to be 
patient. In a few hours he died. There lay his body, lifeless. His 
eyes were closed, he saw no longer; he heard not the crying and 
the sobbing of his relations ; no word came from his mouth, his hands 
and feet were cold and stiff, he could not move any more. My 
dear children! what had left his body, what had taken flight, that 
he lived no longer? His soul. Yes, the soul had left his body. Man, 
my dear children, has not only a body but he has also a soul. I 
have already told you that God breathed a soul into the 
human body, by which it lived. The soul, dear children, which God 
breathed into the human body ts created to the image and likeness of 
God. Each one of you has a father whom you resemble in the face. 
You resemble your father. So it is with our soul. It carries the 
likeness of God in it, it resembles God. Oh, how beautiful and 
glorious must our soul be, for it looks like our Lord God; how we 
ought to rejoice that our heavenly Father has imprinted His likeness 
on our soul! Our heavenly Father Himself said this when He created 
the first man, and said: Let us make man to our own image and 
likeness! How we should thank God that He has given us such a 
great, such a glorious soul. We will, my dear children, so love 
our souls that never shall that Divine likeness which is portrayed in 
us, be dishonored by anything wicked. Our souls, my dear children, 
can never die, not even when they leave the body; as I have been 
telling you, they will live forever and ever, either in heaven or in hell. 
The soul is immortal. We cannot see our soul, dear children, for 
it is a spirit. But we know that we have a soul. 

You have often noticed, children, the smoke coming out of the 
chimney. What is burning in the stove when smoke comes out of 
the chimney? A fire. We do not see the fire, but only the smoke. 
Is it then, certain, that where you see smoke there is a fire? Yes. 
indeed, where there is smoke there is also a fire. So 
is it, my dear children, with our soul. It lives in our body, like 
in a house. We see in a body, inhabited by the soul, many different 
things which the soul animates. When, for instance, you see a man 
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who sees, hears, speaks, walks and works. You can then say with 
certainty, in this body there lives a soul. But if you see a man who 
neither sees, hears, speaks, walks nor works, who does not breathe: 
but whose body lies there stiff and dead, then you can say with cer- 
tainty the soul does not live any longer in this body, it has left the 
body, therefore, it is dead. Although we cannot see the soul, we know 
that we have a soul: we recognize it by its workings. What, then, 
did God breathe into the human body? A soul. We cannot see the 
soul, because it is a spirit. How, then, do we know that a body is 
animated by a soul? By its workings. 


Now, dear children, let us learn more about our soul which 
we can recognize by its workings, and you will see how wonderfully 
beautiful and good God has made the soul of man. 

A poor old man on crutches came to the door of a farm house, and 
asked for alms. John and Nellie, the farmer’s two children, who 
were about the same age as yourselves, sat by the door on a bench, 
eating bread and butter which their mother had given them. Nellie 
felt very sorry for the old man, who looked so miserable. She gave 
him instantly the piece of bread and butter which she had left. The 
old man was touched at this and said: God reward you, dear child. 
While Nellie had treated the poor man so kindly, John was looking 
about for a stick, on which he leaned as if it were a crutch, and 
hobbled up to his sister, saying, in fun, “ Give a poor old man some 
bread and butter!” Tell me, children, which of these children be- 
haved the best? Nellie was good, and John was naughty. If I had 
told this story to an animal, for instance, to a dog, would that dog 
have understood which child behaved well and which behaved badly? 
No. If I tell an animal something about God would it understand? 
But, children, the animal has a body and a soul. What, then, is 
the matter with the animal that it knows nothing of God, and cannot 
tell good from bad? Dear children, the animal has no reason, that is 
why we say the unreasoning animal. 

Note, then, well, that the first thing God has given to our souls 
is reason, and by it we can know God and what good and bad is. 
What, then, is the first good that God has given to our souls? 
Reason. And what can we do with our reason? Know God, and 
good and evil. Can you tell me something about God? Do you know 
who behaved well and who behaved badly? Nellie or John? How 
do you know this? And who gave reason to our soul? 
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O my dear children, you should be glad that you already know 
something about God, and that you can also see the difference 
between good and evil. Reason which God has given us in 
our souls is a glorious gift of God; always use it for good. 
There are children and even grown up persons, who have 
reason, and yet they do not know God, nor can they properly dis- 
tinguish between good and evil; they are ignorant, and they are 
generally called stupid and silly. How is it, dear children, 
that so many people are silly, though God has given them the use 
of reason? Children, shut your eyes tight. Can you see what I 
hold in my hand? No. Now open your eyes! Do you see it now? 
What is it? A book. My dear children, you have eyes, but if you 
will not open them you can see nothing. So it is with people to whom 
God has given reason. If they do not use that reason, are not 
attentive, nor care to learn, so it is that they know nothing 
about God and the true good, and remain often as ignorant as an 
animal. 

Now, none of you want to be ignorant? Use, therefore, your 
reason which God has placed in your soul! Above all, pay attention, 
when you are told about God, when you are taught the difference 
between good and evil. Now, dear children, you will be able to 
know about God more and more, and be better able to tell the 
difference between good and evil; you will grow from day to day 
wiser and more reasonable. And what is more charming than good 
and clever children? 





VIII. 
Gop HAS MADE THE Sout oF MAN BEAUTIFUL AND Goon. 
(Continued. ) 
II. 


My dear children, we will have a short repetition of what we 
learnt last time about the human soul. What lives in man’s body? 
The soul. Who breathed the soul into man? God. Why cannot 
we see the soul? Because it is a spirit. How, then, do we know 
that a soul lives in us? By its workings. What is the first gift 
that God placed in our soul? Reason. What can we do with our 
reason? Learn to know God, and good and evil. Now, there 
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is another gift which God has placed in the soul. of man, and 
this, dear children, we call free will. Dear children, you have all 
been to church already. We go to church to worship God. I have 
noticed that many children fold their hands nicely, and pray de- 
votedly to God, whilst others do nothing but whisper, laugh, and 
look around. Now, tell me, which of these children love God, and 
what is good, and which love what is evil? Those who pray de- 
voutly, love God and what is good; but those who talk, laugh and 
look around, love what is evil. Now, children, does any one make 
those naughty children talk? No, they do it of their own free will. 
Could they not pray just like the others? Why, then, do they not do 
so? Because they do not wish to, they will not. See, then, all men, 
even the children have a free will, and with this they can love God 
and what is good and evil. Man is quite free to love God and 
the good or what is bad. Those who love God and all that 
is good, of their own free will and willingly, in these God has the 
greatest delight. He loves them, blesses and rewards them even 
in this world, and afterwards He takes them to Himself in heaven. 
But those who love that which is wicked, and are wicked, these, 
O, my dear children, are most unhappy ; God punishes them severely 
even in this world, and in the next world with hell fire. Children, 
God has given you a free will, now what ought you to do gladly 
with this free will? Love God, and all that is good. Would you 
love and do that which is wicked? 

When we were talking of the human body you heard a great deal 
about cleanliness, that keeps our bodies healthy and well. With 
much greater care, my dear children, you must look after your soul, 
that you do nothing wrong, or commit sin. Because those who sin 
make their souls dirty and abominable in the sight of God. Keep 
it, then, always free from sin. When you are inclined to do any- 
thing wrong, when bad people try to tempt you to do what is wicked, 
then think of God, and never forget that He will cast the souls of 
the wicked into hell, from which God may deliver us. Strive with 
your reason to know God better and better, and all things that are 
good, and with your free will to love God and all things that are 
good. Will you promise this? So that you may not forget what I 
have told you about the soul of man, I will give you a little verse 
about it: 


Your soul, my child, bears God’s own image. 
Keep pure it, then, and without blemish. 
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Yes, dear children, our soul is something so precious that we must 
give up everything which is dear to us sooner than stain our soul 
with sin, and thereby offend God. We have been given a most beau- 
tiful example of this by the seven Machabee brothers and their 
mother, and I will now tell you something about them. 


The ungodly, wicked king Antiochus, had a mother and her seven 
sons brought before him, and ordered them to be whipped with cow- 
hides to force them to be wicked, to make them break a command- 
ment of God. 

The eldest one said to the king: “We will rather die than disobey 
the divine laws of our faith.” The king was furious, and had the 
tongue torn out of the one who had spoken so, his skin torn off, and 
hands and feet cut off. Furthermore, a gridiron was heated for him 
to be placed on it and roasted alive. But this man died in the great- 
est agony rather than let himself be forced to do a wicked act. The 
other brothers were put to death in the same way, and there now 
only remained the youngest one. The king took him aside, spoke 
kindly to him, and promised him riches and happiness, if he would 
offend God and do a wicked act. But the boy was not to be persuaded. 
His mother knelt before him, and said: “You, my dear child, whom 
I have carried in my bosom, whom I have fed and taken care of up 
to this age, have mercy upon me! I beg of you, my child! Look at 
heaven and earth, and all that is in it. God made all this, and all 
men out of nothing. Do not fear the executioner, but show yourself 
worthy of your brothers, and die gladly.” 


After this the mother let her son be put to death, rather than that 
he should offend God, and commit sin. At last the king had the 
mother put to death, also. Great were the pains which this mother 
and her sons had to bear, my dear children, but the pains did not last 
long. Because they would not lend themselves to wickedness, God 
took their souls up into heaven, where there is no more pain, nor 
sorrow, only joy, happiness and blessedness. It is far better to die 
than to be wicked and offend God; therefore, dear children, nothing 
at all, no, nothing, not even the whole world, should turn you from 
doing good, and lead you to be wicked, for then your souls will not 
go to heaven, but to hell instead; and how awful this would be! 
Will you, then, keep your souls from wickedness, and strive more 
and more to know and love God? God grant it, my dear children! 
and for this grace we will pray to Him every day. 
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IX. ‘ 
Gop Gives Us So Many Goop THINGs. 


Dear children, I have already told you how God created the first 
man, Adam. Now I will tell you how well God provided all things 
for Adam. 

God planted a most beautiful garden. He let all sorts of trees 
grow out of the earth. These were most lovely to behold, and they 
bore the most delicious fruit. A spring of water, which produced 
four streams, made the garden still more beautiful and pleasant. 
Into this delightful garden. God led Adam, that he might live in it 


_ and take care of it. 


How kind and good did God prove Himself to Adam! He gave 
him the grandest place to live in, the most delicious fruits to eat, and 
the freshest and purest water to drink. My dear children, God has 
not only been so kind and good to our first parents, and been so 
fatherly to them. He is just as kind to us, and we shall hear to-day 
how many good things we have received from God. Tell me N. 
are you dead? No. What are you, then? Living. Is life a great 
good? Who gave you life? The first blessing, then, which we have 
received from God is our life. Without life, dear children, the whole 
world would be nothing, we should know nothing about God, we 
should not see His glorious works, we should not enjoy His good 
gifts. What, then, is the first good which we have received from 
God? Life. 

To live, dear children, we require many things; for instance, if 
we had nothing to eat, our life would soon be at an end. One day I 
visited a sick man. He was living, but in bed. They brought him 
some food but he did not touch it, he only said that he felt miserable 
and had no appetite for any food. What good thing was wanting 
to this man? Health. Without health, children, life is sad and 
miserable, The poor sick persons have such a miserable life that 
sometimes they almost wish that they could die. Who gives us 
our good health? It is God who gives us our good health. There 
are sick people who would give thousands of dollars if anyone could 
give them good health, but health cannot be bought. What, then, 
is the second good thing that we have received from God? Our 
health. 

You are all healthy, children? If you had nothing to eat and 
drink for a whole week, would you look as well as you do now? 
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Hunger and thirst would torment you so that you would get sick, 


and at last you would die. What do we need, then, for our life and 
our health? Food and drink. And who gives us what is necessary 
to eat and drink? God. At the dinner hour to-day will God come 
and bring you something to eat? 

If, my dear children, God does not bring you food and drink 
Himself, they are none the less His gift—they come from Him in 
the first place. Now, pay attention, so that you may understand how 
your food and drink really come from God. When you are hungry, 
you ask your father or mother for some bread; but, dear children, 
could your father or mother give you bread if there was no flour 
to bake the bread with? And how would the flour be made? And 
who makes the grain to grow? See, dear children, therefore, that 
bread and all foods that are prepared with flour come from God; 
for God makes the grain to grow from which bread and other foods 
are made. 

You have, of course, all eaten meat? Does the meat come from 
God, too? Do we not get it from the butcher’s? Tell me, could the 
butcher give us meat, if he had no animals to kill? And who 
created the animals whose flesh we eat? From whom, then, do we 
get meat and all foods which are prepared from it. 

It is just so, dear children, with our drink. When we are thirsty, 
oh, what is better or more refreshing than a drink of good cold 
water? How could we draw water if there were no springs? And 
the springs in our wells, who created them? So then, the water with 
which we quench our thirst is a gift of God. 

You, children, like to drink milk, do you not? Well, I will tell 
you a little story: 


I was for some time the teacher of catechism in an orphan asylum. 
That is a place where children are brought up who have either lost 


father or mother, or sometimes both. The matron would have - 


liked to give the children milk every day, but milk is dear in the city, 
and who could afford to buy milk every day for so many? Some 
rich and kind friends of the institution presented the orphans with 
some cows, which gave plenty of good milk. One day I entered 
a room where the smaller children of about your age were assembled. 
There were several bowls of sweet milk on the table around which 
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the children were sitting. Their little hands were clasped, and they 
were singing in a soft voice: 
Milk, the drink of innocence, 
Is wholesome and refreshing, 
Let us enjoy it with a grateful heart 
And thank God for this blessing. 
Whom were these children thanking for the milk in their little song? 
But the milk came from the cows, and these were given to them by 
kind friends? Could these persons have given them such a present 
if God had not created the cows? Well, then, the milk which tastes 
so good comes from God, who created the cows, which give us 
the milk. What, then, is the third gift which we have received 
from God? Food and drink. 

What do you wear on your body? Clothes. Are clothes neces- 
sary? Certainly! we should freeze when it is very cold if we had 
no dresses. Does God give us dresses, too? I thought we got them 
from the dressmaker. My dear children, you must not make a 
mistake. The dressmaker makes dresses, but they really come from 
God. If the dressmaker had no goods, could she make a dress? 
Dress goods are made of wool and also of cotton. What animal 
gives us wool? And who made the sheep? And who makes the 
cotton to grow in the fields? From whom, then, do we get our 
clothes? Now N. name all the things which we have learnt that we 
receive from God. Life, health, food and drink, clothes. 

Now, dear children, there are many other good things which God 
gives us, but it would take too long to name them all, therefore, we 
say briefly: and all things. 

I will repeat to you again what I have told you about God that 
He gives us so many things. God gives us our life, health, food 
and drink, clothes, and all things. Is it not a blessing that we have 
such a good God in heaven, who cares for us as a father and gives 
us so many good things ?—( Repetition. ) 

What does a good child do when someone gives him something 
which he likes very much? He says, “Thanks.” O childen, I beg of 
you, never be ungrateful ; nobody likes an ungrateful child; whereas, 
children who say “ Thank you” for everything are liked by every- 
body, as the saying has it: 

The world admires gratitude, 
But everyone hates ingratitude. 


You have heard that all good things come from God, which we 
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have: life, health, food and drink, clothes, and everything. What 
must you do to God for these? Now, I will tell you what to do when 
you thank God for His gifts. You must fold your hands and 
pray to God. How do we thank God, then, for His goodness to us? 
We fold our hands and pray. 

Yes, children, prayer is a thanksgiving very pleasing to God. 

There are certain stated times when we should pray, and I want 
you to pay attention to this. You must pray night and morning, 
before and after meals, when the Angelus is given with the bell, and 
in church. Yes, dear children! particularly when you receive some- 
thing good from God, look up to heaven thankfully and say: O my 
God, I thank Thee for this with all my heart! You know, now, 
that you must give thanks to God and pray to Him, will you do 
this? Do not forget this, because it is a dreadful thing when children 
are ungrateful, who receive and enjoy so many good things from 
God, do not think of God; the following story will prove this to you: 

Cassie was a willing child, but she had the fault of forgetting 
soon what anyone said to her. One day she came home from 
school just as her mother placed the dinner on the table. She cried 
out joyfully: ‘Mother, dear! I learnt something to-day which I 
did not know before; that God gives us food and everything good.” 
“Indeed,” replied her mother, “did I not cook it and give it to you?” 
“But God,” said Cassie, “let the grain grow from which flour and 
food is made.” “Well,” said her mother, “as you have paid attention 
so well, I will give you something to eat at once.” Cassie laid her 
books down, sat down to table, and was going to eat. Then her 
mother raised a warning finger, and said: “Cassie! the horse and 
the dog eat without thinking of God and without praying to Him; 
do you want to be like them?” Cassie was ashamed, and dropped 
her spoon, and said her grace. The mother added: “So that you 
may not forget to say your grace any more, remember this little 


verse: 
‘Give thanks to God for all He gives you, 
For clothing, life, for drink and food.’ ” 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
LESSON V. 


What has God made the birds for? God made the birds to sing so 
sweetly. 
17. What has God made the fish for? God made the fish to swim so lively. 
Py: What did God make the animals for? God made the animals to run 
and jump. 
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19. What else did God make the animals for, which is so well and usefully 
—— God made the animals to work for us, and to give us food and 
clothing. 


LESSON VI. 


20. What are we? We are human beings. 

21. What is man composed of? Of body and soul. 

22. What has God given us in our bodies, which He has arranged so 
beautifully and so well? Eyes to see with, ears to hear with, a mouth to 
speak with, hands to work with, and feet to walk with. 


LESSONS VII AND VIII. 


23. What is the soul? The soul is a spirit. 

24. How do we know that we have a soul? We can recognize it by its 
workings. ; 

25. What has God given to the soul of man? Reason. 

26. What can we do with our reason? By it we can know God, and what 
is good and bad. 

27. What other gift has God given to our soul? Free will. 

28. What can we do with our free will? We can love God and do either 


good or evi]. 
LESSON IX. 


29. Have we received other gifts from God? What can you tell me about 
God? That He has given us so many good things. 

30. Name some of the gifts which we have received from God. Life, 
health, food and drink, clothes and all things. 

31. What does a good child do when some one gives him something which 
he likes very much? He thanks. 

32. How do we thank God then for His goodness to us? We fold our 
hands and pray. 

33. When must we pray particularly? We must pray night and morning, 
before and after meals, when the signal is given with the bell, and in church. 








